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ABSTRACT

The research aimed to know is any differences of students’ condition before and
after giving a treatment and to know effect of Index Card Match in grammar mastery.
This research is experimental research. The population was all eighth grade
students in academic year 2018/2019. It consists of 3 classes, VIII A, VIII B, and VIII
C. Using purposive sampling technique, VIII A (experimental class) and VIII B
(control class) was chosen as the sample with total number of students were 25
students in every class. The treatment was conducted in experimental class in 4
times. The instrument consist 20 multiple choice item and 10 completion item
questions about grammar test. The data that was collected from preliminary test
and post test were processed using SPSS 18. The result of this research showed that
the results of preliminary test and post test. [t shows that students’ score increase.
Students’ score at preliminary test was classified poor. While at post test, students
mostly classified at very good classification. This result leads to the conclusion that
students who were taught by using Index Card Match Strategy achieved higher
scores than those who were not.
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INTRODUCTION

In English language teaching, mastering the components language such as
English grammar, collocation and vocabulary as important as mastering the four
language skills; listening, speaking, reading, and writing. It supports with what
linguist David Wilkins says in Thornbuy (2002:13), that “Without grammar very
little can be conveyed, without vocabulary nothing can be conveyed.” Students"
ability to master grammatical feature and vocabulary contributes much to their
efforts in mastering four language skills. In other words, how many vocabularies
that you have and how much concept of grammar that you understand, they impact
to your comprehending in oral and written English text.

Moreover, based on curriculum, Junior High school students are expected to
apply grammatical features in oral and written English text appropriate with
context. In reality, teaching English for junior high school students were not easy.
There were many problems which occured during the process. Based on
preliminary observation at MTs Roudloh Semambung Kanor. The researcher found
a crucial case related to English teaching learning process that should be fixed.
Mostly students were not confident to involve themselves in teaching learning
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process. They tended to keep silent when their English teacher asked them to speak
up both in asking questions and asking to give their opinion. Furthermore, it would
be difficult for them to understand the English materials as it cannot comprehend
thoroughly.

In addition, when the students were given a test related to grammar mastery,
mostly the students answered the questions incorrectly since they did not know the
concept of using grammar. It showed from their test results. The minimum standard
score was not achieved. This condition also affected the students' ability in
comprehending the meanings in texts that they were given. Based on this
explanation, it was assumed that if this condition still happens, it was predicted that
the students" ability to cope the final examination test will be low and unsatisfactory
as well.

In ordered to get main cause of those facts, the researcher observed the
English teacher when taught in his class and some students were interviewed
related with their problem in English class. The results could be explained as
follows. First, the students were afraid of making grammatical mistakes when they
spoke up. Second, in grammar and writing tests, they were also confuse to choose
and write the correct answer, they said the questions were so difficult because they
did not understand what was explained before. Then, the teacher who taught that
class seldom used variety of technique, method, or strategy for teaching but often
uses conventional teaching like drilling and memorizing, even explain the materials
orally. And the condition of the class was crowded, because the students did not pay
attention to their teacher. It is difficult to create an interesting and active learning
process. In short, grammar was still as difficult part in learning English, and needed
a suitable technique, method, or strategy for teaching grammar in easy, active, and
fun way.

In this case, the researcher chose the specific topic appropriate with the
school curriculum in MTs Roudloh Semambung Kanor. Simple present tense,
modals, and degree of comparison were chosen as main topics. As basic English
knowledge, they were still difficult in using. Some students still confuse with their
function in the written or spoken texts. In this research was not only discussing
about their structures, but also discussing about their function, and how
implementing them in spoken or written test.

Referring to the condition above, in order to solve students" problem in
grammatical point, Index Card Match (ICM) was chosen as the appropriate solution.
Index Card Match is teaching strategy with active, fun, cooperative, and game
concept. Zaini (2014) argues that ICM is a teaching strategy that supports a fun
activity in classroom so the students might not get bored. The students will be
interested in learning materials that given by teacher. They try hard to understand
the contents of the cards and try to match it.
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According to Wiley in Eko (2011:3) Index Card Match is an active and
enjoyable way to review course materials. Students are in active learning. They have
to match the cards which given by teacher. There are some sentence written down
on the cards, and match them based on teacher" instruction. After matching them,
the students are expected to be able to understand grammar easier.

Previous research has proven about the effect of ICM in mastering grammar.
In 2012, Anggi Pramudita conducted a classroom action research with the students"
SMK N 1 Purwokerto about how teach grammar using ICM and she proved that this
strategy can result in significantly improved results.

Based on the explanation above, the researcher was curious about applying
Index Card Match for teaching grammar. The researcher wanted to know how
effectiveness Index Card Match Strategy to master grammar when applied to the
eighth grade students of MTs Roudloh Semambung Kanor. The researcher also
expected to be able to contribute to English teaching learning. Index Card Match
would be expected helping teachers and students in teaching and learning English
grammar and other parts of English in interesting and active learning.

METHOD

This research was a quasi-experimental research. In experimental research
the researcher manipulates at least one independent variable, controls other
relevant variables, and observes the effect on one or more dependent variables (Gay,
2012: 249). In this case, experimental group (EG) was taught using Index Card Match
(ICM) and the other as control group (CG) was taught with conventional way. The
Index Card Match was the independent variable while improving student's grammar
was the dependent variable. Indeed, the ICM as the independent variable
manipulated to see the change or possible improvement in the students' grammar
mastery as the dependent variable.

According to Gay (2012: 144) population is the group to which a researcher
would like the results of a study to be generalizable. The researcher used the eighth
year students of MTs Roudloh Semambung Kanor in the academic year of
2018/2019 as the population with total number 76 students. The choice of the
population is based on the fact the students had studied the use of simple present
tense, modals, and degree of comparison. After determining the population, the
researcher selects the sample.

Gay (2012: 129) argues a sample is a group of individuals, items, or events
that represents the characteristics of the larger group from which the sample is
drawn. In order to get sample, the researcher chose purposive sampling because this
sampling technique considered suitable to represent the population based on
researcher"s knowledge. According to Gay (2012: 141) purposive sampling is the
process of selecting a sample that is believed to be representative of a given
population. In other words, the researcher selected the sample using her experience

65



and knowledge of the group to be sampled. The researcher deliberately identifies
criteria for selecting the sample. The criteria of the research are the samples have
had the basic knowledge of the use simple present tense, modals, and degree of
comparison. Therefore, the researcher chose 8A and 8B class as sample with total
number 25 students in every class.

According to Natria (2007: 33) the term of ,instrument” means equipment
for collecting the data. Based on this statement, instrument plays an important role
in conducting a research that is for gathering data accurately. The instrument was
used in this research was test. The test consisted of pre-test and post test. The
instrument for this research used 30 questions about grammar test. The researcher
used it to measure the students" grammar mastery in ordered to obtain the
empirical data. Therefore, the researcher prepared 50 pieces of paper consisting 20
multiple choice item and 10 completion item questions about grammar test in every
test.

In statistics, normality test purpose to test whether data that used in research
has normal distribution or not. As for the basis of decision making in the normality
test are:

1. If the significance value (sig.) is < 0.05, the data of research has abnormal
distribution.

2. If the significance value (sig.) is > 0.05, the data of research has normal
distribution.

Homogeneity test is used to determine whether or not variants of some
populations are same. This test is usually does as a prerequisite in the analysis of
the independent sample in t-test. Homogeneity test is used as a reference material
to determine statistical test decisions. As for the basis of decision making in the
homogeneity test are:

1. If the significance value is < 0.05, it is said that the variance of two or more population
data groups are not same.

2. If the significance value is > 0.05, it is said that the variants of two or more data
population groups are same.

According to Brown (2004: 22) there are three methods of testing the
validity of a test, they are; content validity, criterion-related validity and construct-
related validity. The objectives of the study here is that the students must be able to
understand the concept of grammar used in passage or sentence. During the
research, the students were assigned to do various grammar exercises related to
simple present tense, modals, and degree of comparison. They also were tested to
use same kinds of grammar test in the post-test. This means that the test would be
considered valid based on the content. This test was determined with the product
moment correlation techniques, which was calculated using SPSS 18. To know the
level of significance was used table r with criteria:
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1. [Ifrarithmetic > r table then significant
2. [Ifr arithmetic < r table then not significant.

Beside the validity, reliability is one of the criteria that make a test qualified.
Brown (2004:23) has explained that a reliable test is consistent and dependable. If
you give some test to the same students or to matched students on two different
occasions, the test should produce similar results. Reliability test of the research
would be done same as validity test using SPSS 18.

Before the experiment was carried out, the students in both the control group
(CG) and the experimental group (EG). The pre-test was given at the end of the last
meeting in ordered to see whether or not the EG students" grammar was improved
after using Index Card Match strategy. The questions in the post-test would be in the
same form and same number as in the pre-test. There were 30 questions about
simple present tense, modals, and degree of comparison.

After the pre-test, the treatment was started with the EG. They were taught
grammar through the Index Card Match Strategy while the CG was taught using the
technique that commonly used. the treatments were given to Experimental Group
(EG). They were taught using Index Card Match Strategy (ICM). In these meetings,
the learning processes were done appropriate with the lesson plans that were made
before. Commonly, the learning process was started with observing sentence or
dialogue before the students guessed it. Then, the teacher gave a direct explanation
about the topic. Index Card Match (ICM) Strategy was applied to reviewing
materials. This strategy was applied in every meeting according to the topic. The
teaching procedure was as follow:

1. In the first meeting, the researcher asked the prior knowledge about simple
present tense. The researcher put a sentence in the whiteboard. The students
asked to analysis and found out the pattern of the sentence, and guessing what
the form was. Then, the researcher gave explanation about simple present tense.
At last, the researcher applied ICM to review the materials and then gave a
conclusion with the students about the materials.

2. Inthe second, the students studied in pair with their chair mate. The researcher
gave some modal sentences about request, ability, inviting, order and
permission. Then, the researcherasked the students to read and analyze which
the form of modals were based on their prior knowledge. Then, the researcher
gave explanation about modals; its form and function. At last, the researcher
applied ICM to review the materials and then the students gave a conclusion
about the materials.

3. In the third, the students studied in pair with their chair mate. The researcher
gave some modal sentences about persuade, prohibition and advice. Then asked
the students to read and analyze which the form of modals were based on their
prior knowledge. Then, the researcher gave explanation about modals; its form
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and function. At last, the researcher applied ICM to review the materials and
then the students gave a conclusion about the materials.

4. In the fourth, the researcher divided the students into 5 groups. Every group
was given 15 words about degree of comparison. And they were asked to collect
the words appropriate to their kinds (positive, comparative, and superlative
degree of comparison) and analyzed them. The researcher would be as
facilitator. The researcher observed discussion and helped the students"
necessary. After they finished the discussion, every group reported their
discussion in front of the class. And others groups might give questions and
comments. At last, the researcher applied ICM to review the materials and then
gave a conclusion with the students about the materials.

To see if the application of Index Card Match (ICM) Strategy made a
significant different in the results of students" achievement, the post tests were
given to Experimental Group (EG) and Control Group (CG) at last meeting. After the
researcher collected data, in order to solve the research questions, the data were
organized and analyzed. Since this research intends to analyze the test results were
done by the eighth grade of MTS Roudloh Semambung Kanor, the researcher used
statistical analysis.

The data analysis was conducted by organizing the collected data
systematically. The data was classified based on the research questions. The data
from the pre-tests and the post-tests were analyzed using SPSS 18.0 for windows.
This was done to help the researcher for the purpose of interpretation. Even though
the data was analyzed through SPSS 18.0 for windows, some statistical procedures
were done to test the homogeneity, normality, validity, and the reliability of the
results. Hence, the data inserted into the SPSS followed some steps in accordance
with the research processes for an experimental study.

To see there are a significant difference between the means of Experimental
Group (EG) and Control Group (EC), the independent T-test was used. T-test was
used to check the difference in the means for small samples that are under 30. Using
SPSS 18 showed the t count and degree of freedom (df). These values were used as
the basic of reference in finding the value of t table of statistical table. T count must
be compared with t- table to determine if it is significant.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Experimental Group and Control Group were given a preliminary test at the
first meeting before given treatments and post test at the end of meeting. Based on
classification of assessment, the data from preliminary test and post are shown in
the table as follow:

Table 1 Students" Score of Pre-test of Experiment Group and Control Group

Classification| Score Pre-test
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Experimental Group Control Group
Frequency (F) | Precentage (%) | Frequency (F) | Precentage (%)
Very good 86 — 100 0 0 0 0
Good 71-85 0 0 0 0
Fair 56-70 0 0 0 0
Poor <55 25 100 25 100
Total 25 100 25 100

Meanwhile, the students® score of post test of experimental group and
control group were presented in following table:
Table 2 Students" Score of post test of Experiment Group and Control Group

Post test
Classification Score Experimental Group Control Group
Freq(Lli()ency Precentage (%) | Frequency (F) | Precentage (%)
Very good 86 — 100 19 76 0 0
Good 71-85 3 12 14 56
Fair 56-70 2 8 11 44
Poor <55 1 4 0 0
Total 25 100 25 100

By comparing Table 1 and Table 2, the data showed if the post test" score was
higher than pre-test" score. Both experimental group and control group, they had
score improvement. Though experiment group had significant improvement than
control group. It was shown 19 of 25 students were classified in very good and the
others were classified good, fair, and poor. While in control group no one was
classified in very good. Mostly they were classified in good and fair. From
explanation above, it can be concluded that students" ability in grammar mastery

improved.

The mean from the pre-test and post test are shown in the table and diagram

that follow:

Table 3 Means and Standard Deviation of Pre-test and Post Test of Experiment
Group and Control Group

Type of Test Experimental Group Control Group
Pre-test 19.16 19.92
Post Test 86.76 69.44

The different between the two groups can also be seen in the following Figure 1.
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86,76

[
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Figure 1 Means of Pre-test and Post Test of the Experimental Group and Control
Group

Figure 1 shows the mean of the pre-test and post test of both Experimental
Group and Control Group. From chart above, it can be seen that for Experimental
Group, the mean score of pre-test was 19.16 and for control group, the mean of the
pre-test was 19.92. The experimental group gained mean score fewer than control
group. The cart above also presents the mean of the post test both experimental
group and control group. It reveals that for experimental group, the mean score of
the post test was 86.76 while the mean score of the post test of the control group
was 69.44. Based on explanation above, it can be obtained that the mean of post test
of experimental group was higher than control group" mean.

In this research, hypothesis testing used T-test to see there were a significant
difference between the means of experimental group and control group. The t-result
compared with t-table to determine if it significant. The researcher used
independent T-test to compare experimental group and control group as difference
subjects. The table bellow presents independent sample test:

Table 4 Independent Samples Test

Levene's
Test for
Equality t-test for Equality of Means
of
Variances

tailed) | Difference| Difference| Interval of the
Difference

F | Sig|] t df | Sig. (2- Mean Std. Error | 95% Confidence

Lower Upper

Score Equal

variances .63 11.211
assumed 234 1] 5.701 48| 000 17.32000] 3.03829| 1 23.42889
Equal 11.189
variances 5.701| 42.294]  .000| 17.32000] 3.03829| 7 23.45025

not assumed

Based on the result, it was found that index card match strategy was effective
for teaching grammar. It can be seen by the result of t count was 5.701 while t-table
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was 2.01063 with df 48. Then, the calculation of t-test was higher than t-table (5.701
> 2.01063). The conclusion of this research, index card match is effective to teach
grammar especially in simple present tense, modals, and degree of comparison.

CONCLUSION

CONCLUSION
The conclusions basically cover the answers to the questions raised in the
problem of the study. Based on the findings and discussion presented above, some
conclusions are drawn in relation to teaching grammar by using the Index Card
Match Strategy. They are:
1. There were differences of students" condition after applying Index Card Match.
2. There was a significant difference in grammar mastery between the students
who taught using Index Card Match Strategy and those who were taught through
technique that commonly used by teacher.

The first is defined based on the results of preliminary test and post test. It
shows that students" score increase. Students" score at preliminary test was
classified poor. While at post test, students mostly classified at very good
classification. In addition, Index Card Match does not only give effect in academic
achievement but also in students" learning motivation. Studentsinterest with the
learning materials during teaching and learning process. Fun learning concept of
Index Card Match makes students enjoying the learning process and easier to
understand its learning material about grammar.

The second conclusion is drawn based on examining the t scores of both
Experimental Group (EG) and Control Group (CG), which indicated that after the
treatment there was a significant difference in grammar mastery between EG and
CG. It is proved by comparing the mean scores of Experimental Group (EG) and
Control Group (CG). This result leads to the conclusion that students who were
taught by using Index Card Match Strategy achieved higher scores than those who
were not. Based on the criteria statistically stated in hypothesis in which the
alternative hypothesis (H1) would be accepted if there was a significant difference
in students"” grammar mastery between the students who taught using Index Card
Match Strategy and those who were taught through technique that commonly used
by teacher. As mentioned, there was a significant difference in grammar mastery
between the students who taught using Index Card Match Strategy and those who
were taught through technique that commonly used by teacher. Therefore, the
alternative hypothesis (H1) was accepted and the null hypothesis (HO) was rejected.
SUGGESTION

Based on these conclusions above, some suggestions are made for teaching
grammar using Index Card Match Strategy as contributions for teachers, students
and for further studies.
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First, Index Card Match Strategy should be considered as an alternative
learning strategy to be used by English teachers in teaching grammar in the
classroom since it may be effective to increase the students” grammar mastery. It
does not mean that Index Card Match Strategy only be used in teaching these
materials but it may also be used in teaching others materials. Second, English
teachers applying this technique should be follow the steps suggested in Index Card
Match Strategy in teaching grammar to increase the students" participations and
maximum score, possibly Index Card Match Strategy needs to be used many times
not just a couple times in this study to really make a significant improvement in
students" grammar mastery.

For the students, they have to involve in teaching and learning process. The
students" involvement gives positive effects for their teachers and themselves.
When the students were active in learning process, they will be comprehending
materials easier. So, the teacher can teach appropriate with lesson plan.

For further studies, Index Card Match Strategy can be considered for teaching
grammar, it is recommended that more research be done after referring to the
findings from this research. Although, this research may have some weakness, the
researcher really hopes that results of this
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