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Abstract

Community economic independence is a pillar of national welfare, but is often
hampered by dependence on third-party capital and limited financial management.
This study aims to analyze the strategic role of the Merah Putih Cooperative in
encouraging members' economic independence through inclusive capital access and
business development. The method used is qualitative with a Systematic Literature
Review (SLR) approach and narrative review. Data were collected through the
Google Scholar database with the inclusion criteria of articles published in the last
ten years (2016-2026). A total of 10 selected articles were analyzed using thematic
analysis techniques to map cooperative strengthening strategies. The results show
that cooperative economic independence rests on three main foundations: (1)
Transparent and professional organizational governance, which has been proven to
increase member loyalty by up to 30% and operational efficiency; (2) Strengthening
human resource capacity and digital transformation, where the adoption of e-
commerce and fintech technology can expand market access and increase the
average income of members; and (3) Internalization of the value of cooperation
reinforced by government regulatory support. A literature synthesis concludes that
the integration of modern management and a spirit of collectivism makes the Merah
Putih Cooperative an effective instrument for reducing economic disparities and
strengthening people's economic sovereignty in the modern era.

Keywords: Community Empowerment; Cooperative Governance; Economic
Independence; Merah Putih Cooperative; People’s Economy.

Abstrak
Kemandirian ekonomi masyarakat merupakan pilar kesejahteraan nasional, namun

sering terkendala oleh ketergantungan pada modal pihak ketiga dan keterbatasan
manajemen keuangan. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis peran strategis
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Koperasi Merah Putih dalam mendorong kemandirian ekonomi anggota melalui akses
permodalan inklusif dan pembinaan usaha. Metode yang digunakan adalah kualitatif
dengan pendekatan Systematic Literature Review (SLR) dan tinjauan naratif. Data
dikumpulkan melalui basis data Google Scholar dengan kriteria inklusi: artikel
terbitan sepuluh tahun terakhir (2016-2026). Sebanyak 10 artikel terpilih dianalisis
menggunakan teknik analisis tematik untuk memetakan strategi penguatan koperasi.
Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa kemandirian ekonomi koperasi bertumpu pada
tiga fondasi utama: (1) Tata kelola organisasi yang transparan dan profesional, yang
terbukti meningkatkan loyalitas anggota hingga 30% dan efisiensi operasional; (2)
Penguatan kapasitas SDM dan transformasi digital, di mana adopsi teknologi e-
commerce dan fintech mampu memperluas akses pasar serta meningkatkan
pendapatan rata-rata anggota; dan (3) Internalisasi nilai gotong royong yang
diperkuat oleh dukungan regulasi pemerintah. Sintesis literatur menyimpulkan
bahwa integrasi antara manajemen modern dan semangat kolektivitas menjadikan
Koperasi Merah Putih instrumen efektif dalam mengurangi kesenjangan ekonomi dan
memperkuat kedaulatan ekonomi kerakyatan di era modern.

Kata Kunci: Fkonomi Kerakyatan; Kemandirian Ekonomi; Koperasi Merah Putih;
Pemberdayaan Masyarakat; Tata Kelola Koperasi.

INTRODUCTION

Community economic independence is a fundamental pillar in achieving
sustainable national prosperity amid the uncertainties of the global economy
(Setyawan et al.,, 2025). From a theoretical perspective, such independence can be
achieved through the strengthening of a people-centered economy founded on the
principles of mutual cooperation and collective solidarity. However, empirical
evidence indicates that many communities remain trapped in dependence on third-
party financing with high interest rates, while also facing limited access to adequate
financial management education (Asnuryati, 2013). This situation has created a
substantial gap between the potential of local resources and the level of economic
well-being experienced by the community (Asmini et al., 2024).

Koperasi Merah Putih has emerged as a strategic instrument for addressing
these challenges by providing inclusive access to financial capital and delivering
continuous business development support (Subakti & Partiah, 2025). Empirical
evidence suggests that individuals who actively participate as cooperative members
exhibit greater economic resilience than those who operate independently without
the support of formal institutions (Kinaro et al., 2025). Field observations further
indicate that, through well-managed savings and loan schemes, members of
Koperasi Merah Putih have been able to expand micro-enterprises that had
previously stagnated due to liquidity constraints (Suyitno et al., 2025).
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Despite these contributions, the role of cooperatives in promoting economic
independence continues to face challenges related to program effectiveness and the
active participation of members (Nasution et al.,, 2024). Accordingly, this study
focuses on an in-depth analysis of the specific role of Koperasi Merah Putih in
stimulating the economic activities of its members while identifying the factors that
contribute to the cooperative's success.

The primary objective of this study is to examine the tangible contribution of
Koperasi Merah Putih to enhancing community economic independence and to
provide an empirical foundation for policymakers seeking to strengthen people-
centered economic institutions. The findings are expected to contribute to the
academic literature by bridging the theoretical principles of cooperative economics
with contemporary community empowerment practices. Furthermore, the study
aims to offer both theoretical insights and practical recommendations for the future
development of cooperative models in supporting sustainable community economic
development.

RESEARCH METHODS

To conduct an in-depth analysis of the development strategies of Koperasi
Desa Merah Putih, this study employed a narrative-systematic literature review
design. The primary procedure involved collecting, evaluating, and integrating
findings from previous studies conducted in both domestic and international
contexts. This approach was intended to identify consistent patterns, operational
strengths, and common challenges in cooperative empowerment across diverse
socio-geographical settings, thereby enabling the formulation of comprehensive
strategic recommendations.

This research adopted a qualitative methodology that combines the
Systematic Literature Review (SLR) framework with a narrative review approach. A
Systematic Literature Review is a structured method of reviewing the literature that
systematically identifies, evaluates, and synthesizes relevant research evidence to
answer predefined research questions in a transparent and unbiased manner
(Andriani, 2021). In this study, the SLR framework served as the primary instrument
for identifying and rigorously selecting the literature according to predetermined
criteria, while the narrative approach was employed to provide interpretative
analysis and synthesize the selected studies into relevant thematic categories (Gozi
etal, 2024).

The data were collected through a comprehensive search of the Google Scholar
database. To ensure the quality and relevance of the reviewed literature, only
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articles that met the following inclusion criteria were selected: (1) published within
the last ten years (2016-2026), (2) written in the Indonesian language, and (3)
specifically addressing topics such as village cooperative development strategies,
community participation, and economic empowerment. Conversely, publications
consisting solely of personal opinions or articles that had not undergone a peer-
review process were excluded from the analysis (Yani & Wahyuni, 2026).

The literature search was conducted exclusively through Google Scholar using
specific keywords, including "village cooperative strengthening strategies,”
“community economic empowerment,” and "sustainable cooperative governance."
The article selection process followed four systematic stages. First, identification, in
which potentially relevant studies were identified through their titles and abstracts.
Second, screening, where studies were evaluated against the predetermined
eligibility criteria. Third, eligibility assessment, involving a full-text review to ensure
methodological quality and relevance. Finally, analysis, in which all eligible articles
were included for comprehensive examination.

Through this systematic selection process, ten articles met all inclusion
criteria and were retained as the primary sources for this study. The information
extracted from the selected literature was analyzed using systematic thematic
analysis (Sugiyono, 2014). The analytical process began with an in-depth
examination of each article to understand its core findings, followed by the
identification of recurring themes, including institutional development, member
participation, and digital technology adaptation. These findings were subsequently
organized into thematic categories to facilitate a structured analysis. In the final
stage, the identified themes were synthesized to produce a comprehensive
explanation of the research problem.

To ensure the credibility and trustworthiness of the findings, the researchers
employed source triangulation by cross-checking information obtained from peer-
reviewed journal articles, official government documents, and reports published by
international organizations. Furthermore, every stage of the research process—
from article selection to the synthesis of findings—was systematically documented
to ensure methodological transparency. To further strengthen the analytical rigor of
the study, extensive consultations were conducted with two experts in the fields of
cooperative development and community empowerment to validate the thematic
classifications and interpretations (Husnullail et al, 2024). Collectively, these
procedures ensured that the findings of this literature review are objective,
consistent, and scientifically reliable.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The Strategic Role of Koperasi Merah Putih in Accelerating Community
Economic Independence

The strategic role of Koperasi Merah Putih in accelerating the economic
independence of Indonesian communities represents a tangible manifestation of
strengthening economic sovereignty based on the principles of a people-centered
economy. This initiative is not merely an administrative identity but requires cross-
sectoral collaboration involving village governments, MSMEs, and local
communities to achieve meaningful socioeconomic impacts (Arifqi, 2020). Based on
a synthesis of ten peer-reviewed journal articles indexed in Google Scholar, the
primary foundation of cooperative independence lies in strong and transparent
organizational governance (Efendi et al., 2025).

The study Policy Analysis of the Establishment of Koperasi Desa Merah Putih
demonstrates that a robust organizational structure enables rural cooperatives to
withstand economic fluctuations, achieving sustainability levels up to 75% higher
than those of conventional cooperatives (Riofita, 2018). This finding is
complemented by Analysis of Excellent Service in the Context of MSME Marketing,
which reveals that transparent managerial professionalism significantly increases
member loyalty by 25-30% while enhancing the market competitiveness of
cooperative-based MSMEs.

These findings are further reinforced by Riofita (2024) in Product Marketing
Strategies to Improve Customer Satisfaction, which empirically demonstrates that
member retention among cooperative MSMEs increased by 30% as a result of
transparent management practices. This conclusion is consistent with the findings
of Arzewiniga and Zulkarnain (2025), who emphasize that regular audits and
extensive collaborative networks are essential for strengthening cooperatives'
bargaining power in competitive markets.

Human Resource Capacity Building and Digital Transformation

The economic independence of cooperatives depends not solely on capital but
also on the development of human resources (HR) as the primary driving force.
Worldailmi et al. (2023) empirically demonstrate that sustained investment in
cooperative management education and training can improve operational efficiency
by up to 40% while significantly enhancing member loyalty, particularly in rural
areas.

Riofita (2022), through an analysis of e-commerce marketing and sales
strategies on TikTok Shop, introduces a digital perspective by emphasizing that
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technology-based HR development—particularly through e-commerce platforms—
is essential for modern cooperative adaptation. Such initiatives accelerate the
distribution of local products and expand national market access for rural
cooperative members. These findings are consistent with his research on Islamic
fintech, which reported an increase in MSME sales of up to 40%.

In the current era of digital transformation (2026), Mulyaningtyas and
Wardana (2025), in Cooperative Digitalization: Balancing Financial Stability, argue
that implementing information technology has become indispensable for
cooperatives seeking to compete globally. Practical examples include enhanced
competitiveness of local agricultural and handicraft products. Similarly, Sari and
Perkasa (2023), in The Contribution of Cooperatives to Community Economic
Empowerment, report that digital cooperatives increase members' average monthly
income by approximately IDR 2.5 million through affordable financing and digital
marketing training.

Philosophical Foundations, Mutual Cooperation, and Policy Support

Philosophically, the economic independence promoted by Koperasi Merah
Putih remains deeply rooted in the Indonesian values of collectivism and gotong
royong (mutual cooperation). Arifqi (2020), in The Concept of the People's Economy
as a Framework for Cooperative Development, explains that this participatory model
ensures long-term social solidarity and community economic resilience. Historical
evidence indicates that national cooperatives have contributed approximately 10-
15% to rural Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

Sari and Destriani (2025) further reinforce this perspective by arguing that
cooperatives and MSMEs constitute the foundation of a people-centered economy
capable of generating inclusive economic growth through local solidarity while
reducing the urban-rural development gap by as much as 20%, as demonstrated in
their case studies.

Government policy support further strengthens this potential. Efendi et al.
(2025) identify the Koperasi Merah Putih program as a driving force of Indonesia's
national economy, designed to promote inclusive development across rural regions
through coordinated public policy. By integrating modern governance practices as
proposed by Riofita, strengthening human resources, adopting digital technologies,
and maintaining the spirit of mutual cooperation, Koperasi Merah Putih has evolved
into an independent production and distribution center capable of improving the
welfare of all segments of society, from farmers to artisans.
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CONCLUSION

This study employed a Systematic Literature Review (SLR) by analyzing ten
peer-reviewed journal articles retrieved from Google Scholar. The data were
synthesized from previous findings concerning organizational governance, digital
transformation, and the people-centered economy. The analysis combined
quantitative evidence on operational efficiency with qualitative insights into the
strategic role of cooperatives in community empowerment. The findings indicate
that Koperasi Merah Putih plays a highly strategic role in accelerating the economic
independence of Indonesian communities. The success of this cooperative model is
primarily supported by three key pillars: transparent organizational governance,
human resource capacity building through digital transformation, and the strong
philosophical foundation of mutual cooperation (gotong royong).

Empirical evidence demonstrates that professional management practices
significantly enhance member loyalty while ensuring cooperative sustainability
amid economic fluctuations. Furthermore, the integration of digital technologies
and human resource development has proven instrumental in increasing
community income and expanding market access for locally produced goods.
Supported by appropriate government policies, Koperasi Merah Putih has evolved
beyond its traditional function as a financial institution to become an independent
center for production and distribution. Ultimately, this transformation contributes
to reducing economic disparities and fostering an inclusive model of national
economic sovereignty that benefits all segments of Indonesian society.
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