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ABSTRACT

The aim of researching the application of behavioristic learning theory in thematic
learning is to explore how the principles of behaviorism can be used to enhance the
effectiveness of thematic learning. This research aims to examine the various ways
in which behavioristic learning theory can be applied in the classroom setting, and
to identify the benefits and limitations of using behaviorism in thematic learning.
The approach used in this research is a qualitative approach. The location chosen by
the researcher is MI Miftahul Ulum Sumberwuluh Candipuro Subdistrict, Lumajang
Regency. This research uses qualitative descriptive data analysis with an interactive
model according to the theory of Miles, Hubermen and Saldana. The result showed
the teachers often provide stimulus to students in the learning process. Teachers
also often ask questions to students as a reinforcement of the material studied, so
teachers often reinforce the material presented. Assessment carried out by class 11
teachers in thematic learning class II at Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Miftahul Ulum Theme
4 Sub Theme 4 Learning to 2 in the form of daily assessments which include several
aspects, namely attitude, knowledge and skills assessment.
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INTRODUCTION

Education is a conscious effort to prepare students through guidance and
teaching activities. many people realize the importance of education so that
education is familiar. The function of education according to Law No. 20 of 2003
chapter 2 article 3 as follows(Sisdiknas, 2003) ;

"National education functions to develop the ability and shape the character
and civilization of a dignified nation in order to develop the potential of students to
become human beings who are devoted and believe in God Almighty, have noble
character, are healthy, knowledgeable, capable, creative, independent and become
democratic, responsible citizens. "
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Education in Indonesia uses several theories, one of the theories used is
behavioristic learning theory. Behavioristic learning theory sees learning as a
change in behavior(Boghossian, 2006; Clark, 2018). A person is considered to have
learned if they are able to show changes in behavior. The behavioristic view
recognizes the importance of input in the form of stimulus, and output in the form
of response(McLeod, 2003; Zhou & Brown, 2015).

Behavioristic learning theory strongly emphasizes learning outcomes,
namely the existence of behaviors that can be observed, measured and assessed
concretely. Learning outcomes are obtained from the reinforcement process of
responses to the learning environment, both internal and external(Forrester &
Jantzie, 2001; Moore, 2011).

Thematic learning is defined as learning that is designed based on certain
themes. In its discussion, the theme is reviewed from various subjects(Mukniah,
2020; Pujiastuti et al., 2021; Utama, 2020).Thematic learning implemented at the
primary level, especially in Madrasah Ibtidaiyah, still has several obstacles and
problems related to the delivery of material by class teachers(Retnawati et al., 2017;
Suzana et al,, 2021; Wardani et al., 2020).

As the results of the researcher's initial observation that, students at
Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Miftahul Ulum Lumajang tend to have difficulty in digesting
material, especially thematic subject matter, this happens because student-centered
learning makes many students feel confused during the learning process. For low
grades at Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Miftahul Ulum Lumajang, learning is centered on the
teacher and the teacher facilitates the needs of students. According to the grade II
teacher that, thematic learning in grade II is more effective and efficient if learning
is teacher-centered, because learning becomes noisy and difficult to control.3
Therefore, a teacher, especially in class 2A of Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Miftahul Ullum
Lumajang uses behavioristic theory in learning, because behavioristic theory
emphasizes the existence of stimulus and response. By using behavioristic theory
which tends to use lectures, it is easier for students to digest thematic lessons and
students focus their attention on the teacher during the learning process(Lutpiah et
al., 2021; Tolman, 1926).

Some reasons why the researcher conducted the study at Madrasah
Ibtidaiyah Miftahul Ulum Lumajang: first, this school is more crowded than the other
two schools from the PPDB data. Second, this school applies thematic learning using
behavioristic learning theory.

Therefore, this research is important to do because researchers want to
understand more about the application of behavioristic theory in thematic learning
at Madrasah Ibtidiyah Miftahul Ulum Lumajang. Based on this description, the
researcher is interested in exploring and giving the title "Application of
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Behavioristic Learning Theory in Thematic Learning at Madrasah Ibtidaiyah
Miftahul Ulum Lumajang in the 2021/2022 academic year".

METHOD
Research Approach and Type

The approach used in this research is a qualitative approach. Qualitative
research is descriptive research and tends to use analysis with an inductive
approach.22 The type of research used is descriptive, in descriptive qualitative
research, the data collected is in the form of words or images so that it does not
emphasize numbers. The writing of this research will be written in narrative..

Research Location

The research location is the place where the research will be conducted. The
location chosen by the researcher is MI Miftahul Ulum Sumberwuluh Candipuro
District, Lumajang Regency.

Research Subjects
The subject of this research uses a purposive technique, namely taking data sources
with certain considerations. This particular consideration, for example, people who
are considered to know the most about the desired research. The use of purposive
techniques aims to take several informant respondents related to the problems to
be studied(Etikan, 2016; Tongco, 2007). The research subjects in this study are:

1. Head of Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Miftahul Ulum Sumberwuluh

2. Waka Curriculum of Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Miftahul Ulum Sumberwuluh

3. Class 2A Teacher of Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Miftahul Ulum Sumberwuluh

Data Analysis

This research uses qualitative descriptive data analysis with an interactive
model according to the theory of Miles, Hubermen and Saldana, namely analyzing
data using three steps, namely: data condensation, presenting data (data display),
drawing conclusions and verification(Matthew et al., 2014).

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Implementation of Behavioristic Learning Theory in Thematic Learning at MI
Miftahul Ulum Sumberwuluh

Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Miftahul Ulum Sumberwuluh Candipuro, Lumajang
Regency, is one of the schools that applies the concept of behavioristic theory to
learning. Before conducting learning, every educator must do lesson planning with
the aim that learning takes place in a systematic and structured manner and in order
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to achieve predetermined learning objectives. Planning is very important so that the
learning process is directed, effective and efficient.

The planning that is done before learning the behavioristic concept in
Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Miftahul Ulum Sumberwuluh is making lesson plans. This is in
accordance with the interview conducted with the head of Madrasah, Mr. Tumono,
S.Pd.I:

"Planning is important so that the learning process is systematic and minimizes
the possibility of failure in the learning process. Each teacher in this school must make
lesson plans before learning, making lesson plans used for one lesson in one sub-theme,
but the making is usually done every theme change".32

This is reinforced by a statement delivered by the Head of Curriculum of
Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Miftahul Ulum Sumberwuluh, Misriyeh, S.Pd. :

"Lesson planning is mandatory before doing learning, if there is no planning it is
feared that there will be chaos in the learning process. Therefore planning is very
important, and must be done by every teacher, at the beginning of the year of course
there is such a thing as kaldik, prota, promes, and syllabus. But for each lesson the
teacher is required to make a lesson plan for one lesson, which is done every month
according to the change of theme "

This opinion is supported by Mrs. Nur Anifatul Izza S.Pd, as a class 2A teacher
at Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Miftahul Ulum Sumberwuluh:

"Before doing the learning, of course I prepare the lesson plan first, so that the
learning that I will carry out is structured. Making lesson plans is also certainly
tailored to the material to be studied, one of which is, for example, learning that
requires a lot of explanation, so the methods to be used are also tailored to the needs
of the material. Making lesson plans is useful for preparing what is needed in the
learning process, as well as to reduce the possibility of errors in learning. | prepare
lesson plans in one theme so that they are connected, and of course they are also
adjusted to the characteristics of the students".

Based on the interviews that have been presented, the planning carried out
before the learning carried out in class 2A, MI Miftahul Ulum Sumberwuluh is the
making of lesson plans by the class teacher. Each lesson plan is used for one lesson,
but the making is done every month or every theme change.

The next stage after the teacher draws up a plan in the form of a lesson plan, is
the implementation of learning that is guided by the planning that has been made
by the teacher. Researchers conducted research on the Application of Behavioristic
Learning Theory in Thematic Learning at MI Miftahul Ulum Sumberwuluh
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Candipuro, Lumajang Regency. Researchers conducted research on thematic
learning theme 4 subtheme 4 2nd lesson.

Based on observations made by researchers, before learning the class teacher
conducts opening activities with several series, the first is greetings and prayers,
then the teacher attracts students' attention by singing and clapping activities. Then
the teacher asked several questions classically to students, related to the material
that had been studied. After the teacher ensures that students remember the
material from the previous meeting, then the teacher moves on to discuss the next
material. This is in line with the results of an interview with Mrs. Nur Anifatul I1zza
S.Pd, as a class 2A teacher at Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Miftahul Ulum Sumberwuluh as
follows:

"Before doing learning, the most important thing I usually do is invite students
to do activities that foster the enthusiasm of students. The activity is carried out so that
students fully participate in the learning that will be carried out. I also always ask
students questions related to the previous material so that students do not forget the
material that has been obtained. After ensuring that students remember the previous
material, then I give the next material gradually”.35

Based on the observations made and reinforced by the statement of the class
2A teacher, at the beginning of learning, the teacher conducts opening learning
activities. At this stage the teacher must ensure that students are fully prepared to
participate in the learning that will be carried out. This the teacher does by bringing
up student motivation, besides that the teacher also invites students to recall the
previous material, this is done with the aim that students can relate the previous
material to the material to be learned and students can receive material in a
structured and gradual manner, and also strengthen students' understanding before
receiving the next material.

Assessment of Behavioristic Learning Theory in Thematic Learning at
Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Miftahul Ulum Lumajang in 2021/2022 Academic Year

The success of teaching and learning activities can be known by an assessment,
therefore assessment is very important in checking student learning outcomes so
that the teaching and learning process achieves its goals. The following is an
assessment of behavioristic learning theory in thematic learning at Madrasah
Ibtidaiyah Miftahul Ulum as follows:

Researchers conducted an interview on November 24, 2021 with Mr. Tumono
as the Head of Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Miftahul Ulum. The following is an interview
about the assessment:
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"For learning assessment, it does use several assessments, the teacher gives an
assessment not only in terms of knowledge, but in the behavior of life is also assessed
by the teacher, there are so many assessments carried out by the teacher consisting of
knowledge, attitudes, and skills".

This statement is supported by Mrs. Misriyeh as the Head of Curriculum at
Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Miftahul Ulum regarding the assessment of thematic learning
using behavioristic learning theory as follows:

"The assessment for thematic learning uses three assessments, there are
assessments of attitudes, knowledge and skills. Attitudes are still subdivided into social
and spiritual attitudes if skills are demonstrations, portifolio and projects. So, every
teacher also conducts these three assessments and these assessments are not only for
thematic learning but also for learning other subjects "

This opinion is also reinforced by the opinion of the second grade teacher at
Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Miftahul Ulum with Mrs. Nur Anifatul Izza regarding the
assessment of thematic learning using behavioristic learning theory as follows:

"The assessment that I use is an assessment that has three aspects, there is an
assessment of attitude, knowledge and skills. For the assessment process, if the attitude
can be seen from the students when reading the prayer, it means the aspect of spiritual
attitude. If the knowledge is from the questions about the material that I explained, for
skills it can be seen from the work performance "

Based on the interview data, it is strengthened by the results of observations
that, the application of thematic learning using behavioristic theory at Madrasah
Ibtidaiyah Miftahul Ulum uses three aspects of assessment, this is evident from the
observation that the second grade teacher, Mrs. Nur Anifatul Izza, uses attitude
assessment starting from spiritual attitudes, namely when praying before and after
doing something, expressing gratitude, giving greetings and answering greetings,
obediently carrying out prayer and fasting orders. Social attitude assessment in the
form of discipline, responsibility, courtesy, care and confidence. Knowledge
assessment uses five multiple choice questions. Assessment of skills in the form of
language use when students answer and respond to questions from the second
grade teacher.

Implementation of Behavioristic Learning Theory in Thematic Learning at MI
Miftahul Ulum Sumberwuluh

Before implementing thematic learning, teachers must arrange planning in the
form of preparing lesson plans, the definition of lesson plans is conveyed by Mulyasa
as follows:
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Learning Implementation Plan is a plan that describes the procedures and
management of learning to achieve one or more basic competencies set in the
content standards and elaborated from the syllabus. In the Regulation of the
Minister of Education and Culture Number 65 Year 2013 concerning Process
Standards for Primary and Secondary Education, Learning Implementation Plan
(RPP) is a plan for face-to-face learning activities for one or more
meetings(Indonesia, 2013).

According to the definition of lesson plans mentioned, it shows that the
preparation of lesson plans are very important and must be done by every teacher,
as a teacher's reference in the learning process. Based on the interviews that have
been presented, the planning carried out before the learning carried out in class 24,
MI Miftahul Ulum Sumberwuluh is the making of lesson plans by the class teacher.
Each lesson plan is used for each one lesson, but the making is done every month or
every theme change.

The application of behavioristic theory in thematic learning is very important
to implement, especially at grade 2, which is still classified as a low level, because
this theory can be used to facilitate teachers and students in the learning process.
This can be related to the definition of behavioristic theory put forward by
Thorndike, namely Learning is a process of interaction between stimulus and
response. Stimulus is anything that can stimulate learning activities, such as
thoughts, feelings, or other things that can be captured through the sensory organs.
While the response, namely the reaction that students give rise to when learning
which can also be in the form of thoughts, feelings, or movements or action

Based on interviews and observations made by researchers, the stimuli given
by class 2A teachers to students take various forms, at the beginning of learning the
teacher provides a stimulus in the form of motivation to invite and ensure that
students are ready to take part in learning. then the teacher asks students questions
related to the material that has been learned to stimulate students' memories before
learning new material. Teachers also often ask questions to students as
reinforcement of the material learned, so teachers often reinforce the material
presented.

Another stimulus carried out by the teacher is also done by presenting pictures
and then giving questions to students about what is obtained in the picture.
Teachers also relate to the environment around students to increase students'
understanding. Another stimulus carried out by the teacher is giving rewards and
punishments, rewards are given to students who are able to answer questions given
by the teacher and punishments are given to students who do not pay attention to
learning. In learning that contains elements of behavioristic theory requires
students to show the results that have been obtained in learning, it is done by giving
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a simple report task about the characteristics of a clean place in the environment
around where students live. environment around where students live.

In connection with the implementation of behavioristic theory carried out at
MI Miftahul Ulum, there are applications that should be done in learning according
to Thorndike's theory as follows: 1) Before starting the teaching-learning process,
educators must ensure that students are ready to take part in the learning. 2) The
learning provided should be continuous learning. 3) In the learning process,
education should deliver material in a fun way, examples and practice questions
given a gradual level of difficulty. 4) Repetition of the delivery of material and
exercises can help students remember related material longer. 5)The learning
process should proceed from simple to complex. 6)Learners who have learned well
should be rewarded immediately and those who have not should be corrected
immediately. 7) The material provided to learners must have benefits for the child's
future life after school. 8) A good way of teaching is not just expecting students to
know what has been taught, but the teacher must know what will be taught, 9)
Educational goals must still be within the limits of the learning ability of students.

Based on the understanding and ways of applying behaviorostic theory in
learning delivered by Thorndike, and also based on the results of interviews,
observations, and documentation conducted by researchers, it can be concluded
that the application of behaviorostic theory in thematic learning in class 2A MI
Miftahul Ulum Sumberwuluh which is carried out by the class teacher is quite good
and in accordance with the theory delivered by Thorndike, with the stimuli given by
the teacher to students.

CONCLUSION

Based on the results of research at Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Miftahul Ulum
Lumajang on the application of behavioristic learning theory in thematic learning
class 11, the following conclusions were obtained:

1. The implementation of behavioristic learning theory in thematic learning at
Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Miftahul Ulum Lumajang in the 2021/2022 academic year
is that, teachers often provide stimulus to students in the learning process.
Teachers also often ask questions to students as a reinforcement of the material
studied, so teachers often reinforce the material presented. Teachers also relate
to the environment around students to increase students' understanding. In
learning that contains elements of behavioristic theory requires students to show
the results that have been obtained in learning, it is done by giving tasks in the
form of a simple report on the characteristics of a clean place in the environment
around where students live.

2. Assessment of behavioristic learning theory in thematic learning at Madrasah

Ibtidaiyah Miftahul Ulum Lumajang in the 2021/2022 academic year that, the
assessment carried out by the grade II teacher in class Il thematic learning at

939



Journa M f Education And Technology

4 Ed utec

Volume 6 Number 3 March 2023

Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Miftahul Ulum Theme 4 Sub Theme 4 Lesson 2 is in the form
of daily assessment which includes several aspects, namely attitude, knowledge
and skills assessment.
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