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ABSTRACT

Vocabulary is the basic language aspect that should be mastered before mastering
English skills, but most of seventh grade students in MTs SA Darul Istigomah
Kepohbaru still had lack of vocabularies. Therefore the researcher used flashcard as
an effort in improving students’ vocabulary mastery. The reason drive the researcher
to conduct a research that is the effect of teaching vocabulary by using flashcard for
seventh grade students in MTs SA Darul Istiqgomah Kepohbaru. The research method
used in this study was a quasi-experimental research. The samples were class 7.3 as
experimental class and class 7.4 as control class. The collected data in this research
were analyzed by using t-test. The result of data analysis showed, the t-value was
33,928 with degree of freedom 23 in the significant level 5% and the t-table was
1,7138. It meant that t-value was higher than t-table. Therefore, the null hypothesis
(Ho,) was rejected and alternative hypothesis (H,) was accepted. There was
significant difference between students’ vocabulary achievement by using flashcards
and without flashcards. Thus, it could be concluded that the teaching vocabulary
using flashcards was effective on improving students’ vocabulary mastery.
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INTRODUCTION

Language is the most important thing for human life. Without language, people
will be easy getting confused with another. Language closely related to vocabulary, so
vocabulary plays important role in communication. Vocabulary is the basic language
aspect that should be mastered before mastering English skills. According to Hatch
and Brown (1995:1) vocabulary is the foundation to build languages, which plays a
fundamental role in communication. It can be understood that vocabulary is one of
the language aspects that is very important for communication. It is the main priority.
Someone cannot express her/his idea if she/he does not master it. According to
Rivers as citied in Nunan (1991:117) vocabulary is essential for successful second
language use because without an extensive vocabulary, the learners will be unable to
use structures and functions we may have learned for comprehensible
communication. It simply can be known that vocabulary is the first element in
English. It must be mastered well by young learners to support the English mastery.
Dealing with vocabulary, most of the students had problems about lack of
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vocabularies. The students feel difficult to follow English classroom activities. The
researcher found problem in seventh grade students’ MTs SA Darul Istiqomah, based
on the researcher’s observation it is found that most of the students have low
vocabulary in English. The fact also supported with the students’ score when the
researcher gave them a test, the researcher gave 20 questions about vocabularies to
two different classes. From the test it was known that the student score was very low.
It was far from the expectation.

Dealing with the problem above, it needs a media to help the students to
improve vocabulary mastery. It is important to find out the effective technique to
make learning vocabulary easier and more pleasant for the students. So, they will
enjoy following class. Therefore, the researcher looked for the media for teaching
learning process as one way of ways in improving students’ vocabulary, that is
flashcard media.

According to Cross (1991:119) flashcard is a simple picture on a piece of
paper or card which is probably the most widely used visual aids in language
teaching. “It means that flashcard can help the students to improve their vocabulary
and effective to help the students recall the words that have been learned. Flashcards
are great tools for studying. It was fun, colourful, and creative ways to aid in memory
and retention of vocabulary words. By using flash card, the students can remember
the letter, it also help the teacher to increase students’ interest and motivation to
learn vocabulary at the result. It made the students feel joyful and fun during the
teaching learning process. It is expected that the students’ vocabulary improved if the
students are taught by using flashcard as the media”.

There are some advantages of using flashcards in language teaching,
According to Cross (1991:120) Flashcards can be used for consolidating vocabulary it
also motivating and eye catching. Flashcards are effective that can be used for any
level students and cost effective or inexpensive. According to Wright (1968:73) the
advantages of using flashcards is, it can help students to ease themselves in
memorizing words they have learned. It can be brought everywhere because the size
of the cards is not too big. Flashcard gives variation in teaching. The teacher is not
only to teach and explain the lesson. Flashcards are very helpful to refresh the
students mind before starting the new lesson plan.

From the statement above, the researcher concluded that flashcard was
effective to help students in learning vocabulary. It gives good impact in learning
proccess, the student can understand the lesson easily.

METHOD

This research used quantitative research. According to Aliaga and Gunderson
(2002:81) quantitative research is explaining phenomena by collecting numerical
data that are analyzed using mathematically based methods (in particular statistics).
In another definition according to Muijs (2004:2) quantitative research is essentially
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about collecting numerical data to explain a particular phenomenon. Related to this
research, in this study the researcher took a quantitative research to describe the
used of flashcards to teach vocabulary.

The researcher applied quasi-experimental design. This design involved two
classes of same level. One class was taught by using flashcard and another one is
provided without using flashcard. At the end of treatment, the experimental class and
the control class received a post test, and the result of two test ( pre and post test)
compared to find the significant difference between the experimental and control

group.

Itis represented by the following diagram:

E 01 X1 02
C 01 X2 02
Where : 01 = Pretest

02 = Post test

X1 = Treatment by using flashcard

X2 = Treatment without using flashcard
E = Experimental group

C = Control group

The researcher used cluster sampling to obtain the sample. It is used because
the subject of the research are homogenous. Cluster sampling is a probability sample
in which each sampling unit is a collection or a group of elements. In this research,
the researcher used instrument to measure students’ vocabulary mastery. The
instrument of this research was vocabulary test. The test consists of 30 items, which
are formulated in multiple choice items. The test consists of pre-test and post test.
The pre-test gave before the treatment and post test gave after the treatment. The
pre-test administered before the treatment to get data on the students’ prior
knowledge, while post test given after the last treatment to get data on the impact of
flashcard. The researcher constructed the instrument related to vocabulary material
in the syllabus. The objective of the research is the students have to mastered
vocabularies. The test was validated by the validator. The researcher gave a validity
checklist to the validator, then from that checklist the researcher counted the result
to know whether the instrument was valid or not, the test also constructed based on
table specification, it was used to measure whether the test was consistent or not.

To find out the student ability, the data analyzed qualitatively using the data
result from test. For analyzing the data, the researcher used the following
procedures.

1. After the test, the researcher gave a score. Then, the maximum score is 100. The
percentages of the score test counted by using the formula
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2. Classifying the score of the students’ pre-test and post-test. The data classify by
referring the scoring the classification of score according to Jacobs in Adi Isma
(2014:35)
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Level Score Classification
A 86 -100 Very good
B 71-85 Good
C 56-70 Fair
D 41-55 Poor
E <40 Very poor

3. Computing the frequency and the rate percentage of the students score by using

SPSS 22.

4. Calculating the mean score of the students’ achievement by using SPSS 22.

5. Calculating the standard deviation of the students pre-test and post-test both of
experimental and control group by using SPSS 22.

6. Finding the significant difference between the score of pre-test and post-test both
experimental and control group by using SPSS 22.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

As stated in previous chapter that in getting the data of this research, the
researcher used instruments of research. It was mutiple choice test to measure
students’ vocabulary mastery, consist of 30 questions. The data were collected from
the pre-test and post-test. The pre-test was given before the treatment and post-test
after the treatment. The pre-test was conducted to find out the data of the students’
level mastery in mastering English vocabulary before the treatment given.

Pre-test
Experimental group Control group
Classification Score | Freq. Percent | Mean | Freq | Percent | Mean
(F) (%) . (F) (%)

Very 86 - 100 0 0 % 0 0%
good
Good 71-85 0 0% 0 0%
Fair 56-70 3 12.0% 40,56 | 0 0% 38,33
Poor 41-55 8 32.0% 9 334 %
Very Poor <40 14 56.0% 19 66.6 %
Total 25 100.0 27 100.0

From the table above it can be conclude that the students’ vocabulary mastery
was extremely poor. It was important to look for the solution to improve the
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students’ vocabulary mastery. Therefore the researcher tried to apply flashcard as a
media in learning vocabulary for seventh grade students in MTs SA.

After pre-test, the researcher gave a tretment for experiment class. That was
learning vocabulary using flashcard media. After finished the treatment, the students
gave post-test. It can be conclude that students’ vocabulary mastery was improved in
students post-test score. The experimental mean score was higher than control class,
it was 84.60 : 75.52. It means that there was the difference of both mean score as big
as 9.08 point. So, from the table above it can be conclude that students’ vocabulary
mastery was improved, the difference was seen from the score, there are significance
improvement before treatment and after treatment used flashcard as media in
learning vocabulary, especially in experimental class. The students score in
experimental class was higher than control class. It showed the difference of class
that got flashcard treatment and class that not given flashcard treatment. In the
experimental group the change in value was very significant. Because the mean of
value in pretest (40.56) < posttest (84.60). It meant there were differences in
learning between pretest and posttest. The deatails of students’ post-test score can be
seen on the table below:

Post-test
Experimental group Control group

Classification| Score | Freq. | Percentage | Mean | Freq | Percentage | Mean

(F) (%) - (F) (%)
Very 86 - 100 12 48.0 % 0 0%
good
Good 71-85 13 52.0% 15 55.5%
Fair 56-70 0 0% 84.60 | 12 44.4 % 75.52
Poor 41-55 0 0% 0 0%
Very Poor <40 0 0% 0 0%
Total 25 100.0 27 100.0

In hypothesis testing were calculating t-test and t-table. To prove whether the
difference was really significant or not, the researcher used Paired Sample t-test.
Based on statistical calculation using SPSS 22, the researcher gave interpretation to
significant value. The significant value of the research was 0.000, significant level
0.05 and the result of T-test is 33.928. To compare whether it is significant or not, the
researcher uses T-table. It can be seen on appendix that “t” with significant level 0.05
is 1.7138 , meanwhile the T-score is 33.928. In conclusion, T- score is greater that T-
table. So, the alternative hypothesis (Ha), saying that there is significant difference
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between students’ score before and after being taught by using flashcard is accepted
and the null hypothesis (Ho) saying that there is no significant difference between
students’ score before and after being taught by using flashcard is rejected. Thus, it
can be concluded that the flashcard is effective used on the students’ vocabulary
mastery in seventh grade students of MTs SA Darul Istigomah.

Paired Samples Test

Paired Differences

95% Confidence Sig.
Interval of the (2-
Std. Std. Error Difference tailed

Mean | Deviation| Mean Lower | Upper T df )

Pair | Pretest
1 Posttes| -44.040 6.490 1.298 -46.719| -41.361| -33.928 24| 0.000
t

By conducting this research, it was found that flashcard improved the
students’ vocabulary mastery and made the students feel enjoy in learning, the mean
score of post-test was 84.60, because flashcards provided a comfortable atmosphere
and promoted the students to be more confident. It is in line with the theory
proposed by Cross (1991:120) there are some advantages of using flashcards in
language teaching, flashcards can be used for consolidating vocabulary, flashcards are
motivating and eye catching, it is effective and can be used for any level students, it
also cost effective. After the students were given a treatment with flashcard then they
were given a test to know their vocabulary mastery. In that test, the students’ ability
was increased. Many students’ got score up passing score (many students got very
good classification score). The mean of posttest was (84.60). So, this meant that the
students’ mean score improves up to 40.04 point. However, students’ score of post
test from experiment group and control group both were increasing and had various
classification. From experimental group got mean score 84.60 included 48.0%
students were classified in very good, 52.0% got good assessment. Meanwhile, mean
score of control group was lower than experiment group. There were 12 (44.4%)
students got fair assessment and 15 (55.5%) students in good assessment, with mean
score only 75.52.

According to Wright (1968:73) states that flashcard is printed card with
words and picture which can be handled easily by the teacher. The teacher can create
the flashcard based on the material that given. Flashcard can help the teachers to
make interesting teaching methodology. Flashcard can support the teacher and
student in teaching and learning process using particular methods aimed to make
teaching and learning process more effective and efficient. Based on the researcher
experiment this theory was appropriate with the students condition in seventh grade
MTs SA Darul Istiqgomah. Flashcard could motivate students in learning vocabulary.
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They were more enthusiastic. The students score was improved after given the
treatment used flashcard, it can be seen from their post test score. It was so different,
the students pre test score was very low, and the students post test score there are
improvement, especially in experiment class that got flashcard treatment.

CONCLUSION

CONCLUSION

The researcher found that, there are significant improvement of the students’
vocabulary achievement after they were taught by using flashcard as media in
teaching learning process. It can be seen from the mean score of the students in pre-
test 40.56 to 84.60 in post-test. It indicated that the students’ achievement was
satisfactory enough. The research also showed indicators that flashcard was effective
to improve students’ vocabulary mastery. It could be seen that using flashcards in
teaching process was more interesting for the students. They can memorize the
words easily after the lesson was over. the implementation of teaching vocabulary
through flashcard could make the students more active in teaching learning process.
It can be seen from the students’ response during the learning process, the students
gave the positive response and paid high attention to the teacher’s explanation. The
classroom situation became active and interactive because they enjoyed and they
were motivated in teaching learning process.

The application flashcards helped the students to memorize the vocabulary
easily and it could reduce the students’ boredom so they could participate actively in
the learning process. The students’ vocabulary mastery after being taught by using
flashcards is better than before. It is showed from the score obtained by the students
in posttest, where there is 13 students got good score (71-85) and 12 students got
very good score (86-100). In conclusion flashcards are effective to improve the
students’ vocabulary mastery in MTs-SA Darul Istiqgomah.

The implementation of teaching vocabulary through flashcard could make the
students more active in teaching learning process. It can be seen from the students’
response during the learning process, the students gave the positive response and
paid high attention to the teacher’s explanation. The classroom situation became
active and interactive because they enjoyed and they were motivated in teaching
learning process.

SUGGESTION

Considering the result of the research, the researcher would like to give some
suggestions to English teacher. As an English teacher, it is better to know the
characteristic of our students because the students have different characteristics.
Some of them can accept the material easily, some of them get difficulties in accepting
the material that given easily. It is better if the teacher should review the material in
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every meeting, in order all the students understand well about the material that given
in each meeting.

The next is about the teaching-learning activity. The teacher shouldn’t give the
same method in teaching, or without using any media. It is better if the teacher use an
interesting media in teaching-learning process, like a flashcard. It may avoid the
students’ boredom and difficulties in learning vocabulary.

As this research is not perfect yet, it is suggested to the further researcher to
conduct further research on similar area by improving methodology or use it as a
reference to conduct a further research related to use flashcards in difference area of
teaching.
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