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Abstrak

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengkaji konsep interaksi sosial dalam pendidikan
berdasarkan pemikiran Syekh Az Zarnuji dalam kitab Ta'lim Muta'allim. Fokus utama
adalah menggambarkan bentuk interaksi yang ideal antara guru dan murid, serta
antar murid. Metode yang digunakan adalah studi pustaka, meliputi pemilihan
sumber relevan, pembacaan mendalam, analisis kritis terhadap isi, dan identifikasi
solusi yang sesuai. Data yang terkumpul kemudian dikelompokkan secara tematik
untuk mempermudah proses penulisan. Manusia pada dasarnya adalah makhluk
sosial, dan interaksi yang teratur membantu sosialisasi individu untuk memenuhi
kebutuhan, mengatasi tantangan hidup, dan membangun hubungan timbal balik.
Interaksi positif antara pengajar dan siswa meningkatkan tujuan pendidikan,
memungkinkan para pelajar merasa dihargai, termotivasi, dan terlibat dalam proses
pendidikan. Islam menekankan pentingnya interaksi dan perilaku sosial yang positif,
menunjukkan bahwa persahabatan dan keterlibatan sosial sangat penting untuk
pertumbuhan sosial dan moral pribadi. Melalui interaksi sosial, individu belajar
membedakan yang benar dari yang salah dan mengembangkan nilai-nilai sosial dan
moral. Pendidikan berfungsi sebagai dasar untuk menanamkan nilai-nilai sosial,
memengaruhi perilaku sosial dan masa depan individu. Kitab Ta’lim Muta’allim
menekankan pentingnya adab (etika) dalam pendidikan dan kehidupan sehari-hari,
menyoroti interaksi yang saling menghormati antara siswa dan pengajar. Kitab ini
tetap relevan karena memberikan panduan tentang perilaku etis, komunikasi yang
menghormati, dan interaksi sosial yang positif, yang pada akhirnya bertujuan
menciptakan individu yang utuh dengan integritas dan tanggung jawab. Dengan
fokus pada adab, pembelajaran kolaboratif, dan komunikasi yang efektif, interaksi
sosial dapat memupuk lingkungan pendidikan yang harmonis dan membantu dalam
pengembangan karakter serta kepemimpinan siswa.

Kata Kunci: Interaksi Sosial; Syekh Al-Zarnuji; Kitab Ta'lim Muta allim.

Abstract
This research aims to examine the concept of social interaction in education based on
the thoughts of Sheikh Az Zarnuji in the book of Ta'lim Muta'allim.The main focus is

on describing the ideal form of interaction between teachers and students, as well as
between students.The method used was a literature study,which involved selecting
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relevant sources, in-depth reading,critical analysis of the content and identification of
appropriate solutions.The collected data was then grouped thematically to facilitate
the writing process. Humans are social creatures by nature, and regular interactions
help socialize individuals to meet needs, overcome life's challenges and build
reciprocal relationships. Positive interactions between teachers and students enhance
educational goals, allowing learners to feel valued, motivated and engaged in the
educational process. Islam emphasizes the importance of positive social interaction
and behavior, suggesting that friendship and social engagement are essential for
personal social and moral growth.Through social interaction, individuals learn to
distinguish right from wrong and develop social and moral values. Education serves as
the basis for instilling social values, influencing social behavior and the future of
individuals.The Ta'lim Muta'allim emphasizes the importance of adab (etiquette) in
education and daily life, highlighting respectful interactions between students and
teachers. It remains relevant as it provides guidance on ethical behavior, respectful
communication, and positive social interaction, ultimately aiming to create a whole
individual with integrity and responsibility.With a focus on manners, collaborative
learning, and effective communication, social interactions can foster a harmonious
educational environment and aid in the development of student character and
leadership.
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A. Introduction

Social interaction between teachers and students must be warm and
productive during the learning process. This interaction not only imparts
knowledge but also builds character and sustainable social values (Faishol dkk,
2021; Halid & Faishol, 2022; Wajdi dkk., 2018). Essentially, humans are social beings
(Morton, 2017). Daily interactions facilitate the socialization process for individuals
to meet their needs and survive, as well as to form reciprocal relationships. Positive
interactions between teachers and students can help achieve educational goals
more easily and effectively. Such interactions allow students to feel valued,
motivated, and actively engaged in the learning process.

Previous research by Munawwir & Abdul Muhid (2020) indicates that the
classification of teacher etiquette consists of six categories: (1) inner behavior, (2)
prayer practices and rituals, (3) exemplary conduct, (4) academic competence, (5)
relationships/interactions with students, and (6) teaching techniques.
Psychological analysis shows that etiquette related to inner behavior and practical
rituals is derived from the Qur'an and Hadith. Meanwhile, exemplary conduct and
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academic competence align with Bandura's social cognitive theory. Furthermore,
etiquette in building relationships with students and teaching techniques is
consistent with cognitive theory (Piaget) and humanism, which emphasize the role
of teachers as role models and creators of a conducive learning environment
(Nasarudin et al., 2024).

This study specifically examines the concept of social interaction in education
through the study of the classical text Ta'lim Muta'allim. As an important reference
in the tradition of Islamic education, this text has yet to be explored in depth from
the perspective of social interaction. The aim of this research is to identify the key
elements of ideal social interaction according to Ta'lim Muta'allim, including
etiquette, ethics, the roles of teachers and students, and a conducive learning
environment. The results are expected to yield an applicable model of social
interaction in Islamic educational institutions, both formal and non-formal.

A child gains experience in the interaction process through the interpretation
of meanings obtained during interactions (Nisa & Muhid, 2020). In Islam, interaction
among individuals is of utmost importance. Diversity encourages us to socialize with
others. The Qur'an explains that existing differences should motivate us to
recognize, appreciate, and care for one another (Nisa & Muhid, 2020). According to
the book Ta'lim Muta'allim, good social interaction not only strengthens
relationships among individuals but also enhances people's understanding of
knowledge.

However, in practice, education often faces various challenges that hinder the
realization of ideal social interaction. Many factors can act as barriers, such as a lack
of effective communication, differences in social and cultural backgrounds, and a
lack of understanding of the importance of social values in education, insufficient
communication between teachers and students, student apathy, and one-way
dominance in the teaching and learning process. These issues can lead to students
feeling alienated, lacking confidence, and ultimately reducing their motivation to
learn and participate in educational activities, thereby hindering their character
development.

The book Ta'lim Muta'allim elucidates the importance of good social
interaction in the teaching and learning process. Thus, this text offers relevant
solutions to these problems. It demonstrates that education should not solely focus
on the development of students' knowledge but also on their social and emotional
development. By employing an inclusive and collaborative approach, students are
expected to learn to build positive relationships, respect one another, and
understand their roles in society. To implement this concept of social interaction,
concrete steps involving all parties in the educational environment are necessary.
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Essentially, all forms of interaction aim to create an orderly, solid, and non-
conflictual life (Daheri et al., 2023; Di Fabio & Tsuda, 2018; Nisa & Muhid, 2020).
Educators must create a supportive environment, such as open and safe discussions
for students to voice their opinions.

Therefore, the objective of this research is to examine the concept of social
interaction in education based on the thoughts of Syekh Az Zarnuji in the book
Ta'lim Muta'allim. The primary focus is to describe the ideal forms of interaction
between teachers and students, as well as among students.

B. Research Methods

This study employs a library research approach as its primary methodology,
focusing on the analysis of available data or texts rather than field data collection or
direct observation. The researcher intensively utilizes relevant sources from
libraries, including existing data and secondary data (Pringgar et al., 2020). Data will
be collected from various relevant literature, such as books, journals, and scholarly
articles related to the research topic, using a technique that involves reviewing and
documenting information from these written sources. Content analysis will be
employed to analyze the data, which is appropriate for extracting key themes and
concepts related to social interaction as presented in the classical text Ta'lim
Muta'allim. To maintain the validity of the study and avoid misinformation due to
the limitations of the researcher’s knowledge or the authors of the literature, a
meticulous cross-checking process among sources and thorough re-reading of the
literature will be conducted (Rahmi & Huda, 2022). Additionally, to ensure the
validity and reliability of the findings, triangulation will be employed by comparing
data from multiple sources, involving cross-referencing information obtained from
different texts and scholarly articles to confirm the consistency of the findings.
Ethical considerations will also be taken into account, including proper citation of
all sources to respect intellectual property rights, ensuring that all literature used is
appropriately acknowledged, and critically assessing any potential biases in the
literature.

C. Results and Discussion
1. The Concept of Social Interaction in Education

Humans are social beings who require interaction with others, meaning they
cannot live in isolation (Fiske, 2018; Morton, 2017). Social interaction is the process
through which individuals relate to one another, whether within groups or between
different groups (Narwoko et al., 2014). According to Nasdian, social relationships
determine how society acts and interacts. It can also be defined as a social process
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where individuals pay attention to others and adjust their actions based on the
words and behaviors of those individuals. Social structure forms the core of more
complex social interactions (Nasdian, 2015). In this context, social interaction
involves relationships between individuals, groups, or between individuals and
groups, creating social structures and behavioral patterns within society. Therefore,
social interaction is not only a prerequisite for social activities but also shapes
identity and culture.

Humans continuously need to communicate and interact with others, such as
friends, to fulfill their needs and life goals (Iffah et al., 2022). Social skills are the
abilities of individuals to interact with their environment, including communicating,
building relationships, and expressing feelings or problems while finding solutions.
In daily life, humans engage with others, including socializing and communicating
(Desi et al., 2022). Understanding and developing social skills will foster better
relationships, create understanding, and enable individuals to face life's challenges
more effectively. Friendships and social interactions are fundamental to human life.

I[slam serves as a primary source for moral development, reflected in daily
behavior as a manifestation of faith. In this context, Islam provides a clear legal
framework as a foundation for moral education (Munirah, 2017). It emphasizes that
friendship is a human necessity as social beings, and good friendships should be
mutually beneficial. Friends can unite hearts, develop realizations, and guide one
another towards noble morals (Mas'udi, 2015). Through social interaction,
individuals can develop and understand moral principles, such as providing
feedback, cooperating, behaving justly, and promoting collective welfare. In social
interactions, children learn to distinguish right from wrong based on those around
them. Social interaction in friendships is crucial for the development of social and
moral knowledge.

Education is a directed socialization process for children. As a process of
internalizing normative knowledge, education influences children's social lives in
society, both now and in the future. Education broadly encompasses influences from
family, community, and educational institutions. The intentional instillation of
correct behavioral norms is provided to students through formal educational
institutions (Pulungan, 2024). Good interactions create a supportive learning
atmosphere where students feel valued, motivated, and engaged.

2. Kitab Ta'lim Mutaallim

Syekh Tajuddin Nu'man bin Ibrahim bin Khalil Zarnuji, known as Burhanuddin
al-Zarnuji, is the author of the classical text Ta'lim Muta'allim Thariq al-Ta'allum. In
[slamic literature, he is recognized for his philosophical insights, which share
similarities with those of Al-Ghazali (Mahrus & Kafabihi, 2015). The Ta'lim

INCARE: Volume 5 Number 5 FEBRUARY, 2025 538



Navisah Al Ainiyah & Abdul Muhid

Muta'allim text encompasses values of philosophy and ethics, making it a significant
work in the realm of Islamic education (Akhyar, 2017). This text, often referred to
as a "kitab kuning" from the Middle East, holds a comparable status to Al-Kutub Al-
Ashriyah. The moral values contained within this book remain relevant and
beneficial, even as contemporary education evolves (Mushofa, 2023). Despite the
ongoing developments in the educational landscape, the teachings of Az-Zarnuji
continue to hold an important place, serving as a source of inspiration for education
grounded in moral and ethical values, which is crucial amidst the complexities and
dynamics of today's society.

The book covers thirteen key points of discussion: (1) the virtues of knowledge
and its definition; (2) the importance of intention in learning; (3) selecting teachers
and friends; (4) valuing knowledge and interacting respectfully with teachers; (5)
perseverance, consistency, and noble values; (6) the timing and intensity of learning
and its structure; (7) reliance on Allah, dedicating time for learning, giving and
receiving advice, and avoiding prohibited matters during education; (8) addressing
challenges such as memorization, forgetfulness, age, and sustenance (Akhyar, 2017).
The lessons from Ta'lim Muta'allim aim to shape students into individuals of
integrity, responsible for themselves and others, and concerned about their social
environment. To ensure that students can interact well with their peers, the focus is
on their small habits (Akhyar, 2017). This text not only discusses individual ethics
but also social ethics and community behavior, fostering a sense of care and
responsibility towards one's social environment. Furthermore, the book serves as a
valuable reference for daily life, encompassing various aspects such as speaking
truthfully and dressing modestly.

In this text, various methods for ethical learning, respecting teachers,
interacting with peers, and honoring knowledge are presented, all aimed at
achieving goodness and blessings. For educators, the appeal of this book lies in its
extensive explanations of knowledge, which are highly beneficial. In our country, the
teachings of this book are consistently utilized, particularly in both traditional and
modern Islamic boarding schools (pondok pesantren).

3. The Concept of Social Interaction in Education from the Perspective of Kitab
Ta'lim Muta'allim

Indonesia must prioritize character education. With technology and access to
information, individuals can learn independently without teachers, presenting a
significant challenge for education (Rohman et al,, 2024). In Islam, akhlak refers to
character. The Prophet Muhammad SAW stated, “I was sent to perfect moral
character.” Morality, politeness, and behavior reflect the application of Islamic
values (Syarifuddin, 2021). Character is essential for building human resources and
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must be correctly implemented as a transformation of moral values (Kulsum &
Muhid, 2022). In interactions with others, if not grounded in good akhlak or
character, it will not yield positive relationships. Knowledge of how to engage with
others, respond appropriately, and communicate effectively is crucial in social
interactions.

Syaikh Az-Zarnuji emphasizes the importance of adab, both outwardly and
inwardly, in the learning process and daily life. This indicates that Islamic education
provides not only cognitive and psychomotor skills but also moral values and
etiquette (Zarnuji, 2019). The text elaborates on the etiquette of interaction
between students and teachers.
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"Respecting the teacher means not walking in front of them, not sitting in
their place, not speaking first without their permission, not discussing
unnecessary matters in their presence, and not asking questions that may
cause boredom. It is sufficient to patiently wait outside until the teacher
comes out of their home."

An important principle for all students in interacting with their teachers is to
not walk in front of the teacher as a sign of respect. When needing to pass, students
should bow, step aside, and lower their gaze as a sincere gesture of honor. When
speaking, students should not interrupt or cut off the teacher's speech, and they
should only speak after being invited to do so. It is also essential to avoid
unnecessary conversations during interactions with the teacher. Lastly, proper
etiquette should be observed when visiting a teacher's home or a friend's house,
such as knocking on the door at least three times, and if the host does not answer, it
is advisable to leave or return at another time.

In addition to students, teachers are also expected to exhibit good adab, as they
serve as role models for their students. As Az-Zarnuji states (Mushofa, 2023),
teachers should possess good manners, including sincerity in imparting knowledge,
humility, closeness to Allah SWT, maintaining high-quality knowledge, being pious,
compassionate, and providing guidance in a manner that is beneficial for shaping
the character of their students to become well-rounded individuals, free from moral
flaws that could undermine their character.
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“In essence, one should seek to please him, avoid his anger, and comply
with his commands as long as it does not involve disobedience to Allah, for
there is no obedience to a created being in disobedience to the Creator, as
the Prophet SAW said: 'The worst of people is one who sacrifices his
religion for worldly gain through disobedience to the Creator.”

If a student harms their teacher, the blessings and benefits of their knowledge
will diminish. Therefore, students should always strive to make their teachers
pleased, remain calm, and obey them. Furthermore, students are taught the
etiquette of consultation or discussion, as illustrated in the following narration:
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“Abu Hanifah said: 'l heard a wise man from the sages of Samarkand say:
There was a student of knowledge who consulted me about seeking
knowledge, while he had already intended to go to Bukhara to study
there.”

Students should learn to engage in consultation with others. The Prophet
Muhammad SAW was commanded by Allah to consult in all matters, including
household needs, demonstrating the importance of collaboration and discussion in
decision-making.
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“Thus, one should consult in every matter, for Allah commanded His
Messenger, peace be upon him, to engage in consultation regarding
affairs, and no one was more astute than him; yet, he was still commanded
to consult, and he would consult his companions in all matters, even in
household needs.”
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The process of adaptation to the environment is referred to as learning. In
other words, behavioral changes based on interactions and experiences with the
environment are defined as learning (Ulya & Muhid, 2021). One of the best learning
methods outlined in the Kitab Ta'lim Muta'allim is discussion or consultation.
Within the process of discussion, there exists a practice of communication between
students and teachers, facilitating interaction between them.

One effective learning method discussed in the text is the concept
of munadoroh or discussion. In this method, students have the opportunity to
express their own opinions and then integrate them with the opinions of their peers.
This allows students to actively participate in the learning process (Munawwir &
Abdul Muhid, 2020). In the discussion method, Az-Zarnuji emphasizes that it is not
permissible to obscure answers, engage in excessive small talk, or divert focus from
the main topic, as this complicates communication with others. However, it is
acceptable to introduce topics that may seem tangential if the conversation strays
from its primary purpose, such as seeking the best solution.

Group activities and discussions can be integrated into the curriculum to
encourage collaboration among students. By doing so, healthy social interactions
can be established, supporting a more effective and comprehensive learning
process. Furthermore, it is essential for educators to serve as role models by
demonstrating positive social values, enabling students to internalize and apply
these values in their daily lives. Through this approach, social interaction in
education not only serves as a foundation for learning but also becomes a means to
build character and good leadership among the younger generation.

In conclusion, the teachings of the Kitab Ta'lim Muta'allim provide a
comprehensive framework for understanding the significance of social interaction
in education. By emphasizing the importance of character, moral values, and
respectful communication, this text offers valuable insights that remain relevant in
contemporary educational contexts. The integration of these principles into modern
educational practices can foster an environment conducive to both academic
success and personal development, ultimately shaping well-rounded individuals
who contribute positively to society.

Implications for Contemporary Education

The principles derived from the Kitab Ta'lim Muta'allim can be effectively
integrated into contemporary educational practices. Educators are encouraged to:
a. Foster Character Development: Emphasize character education alongside

academic learning to cultivate well-rounded individuals.
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b. Encourage Respectful Communication: Create an environment where
respectful dialogue is the norm, allowing students to express their thoughts and
opinions freely.

c. Implement Collaborative Learning: Utilize group discussions and
collaborative projects to enhance social skills and teamwork among students.

d. Model Good Behavior: Teachers should exemplify the moral values and
etiquette outlined in the text, serving as role models for their students.

By adopting these strategies, educators can create a more holistic educational
experience that not only imparts knowledge but also nurtures the moral and ethical
development of students, preparing them to navigate the complexities of modern

society.
Respectful

Communication

0;\0 Collaborative
= Learning
Modeling Good
Behavior

Figure 1. Integrating Kitab Ta'lim Muta'allim Principles

D. Conclusion

The Kitab Ta'lim Muta'allim serves as a timeless resource that emphasizes the
importance of social interaction, character development, and respectful
communication in education. By integrating these principles into modern
educational practices, educators can foster an environment that not only promotes
academic excellence but also nurtures the moral and ethical growth of students. As
society continues to evolve, the teachings of this classical text remain relevant,
providing valuable insights for shaping future generations who are not only
knowledgeable but also possess strong character and social responsibility. Through
ongoing research and practical application of these principles, we can ensure that
education remains a powerful tool for personal and societal transformation,
ultimately leading to a more harmonious and just world.
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