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Abstrak

Tujuan penelitian ini adalah untuk menganalisis nilai-nilai moral dalam film Chalk N
Duster” karya Jayant Gilatar serta melihat relevansinya untuk pembelajaran
argumentasi mahasiswa. Penelitian ini mengadopsi pendekatan kualitatif dengan
jenis penelitian yang berfokus pada studi kepustakaan. Metode analisis data yang
berlandaskan teknik analisis isi yang diintegrasikan dengan teori semiotika. Prosedur
analisis semiotika secara khusus menitikberatkan dalam dua tahap, yaitu makna
denotasi dan konotasi yang muncul dalam dialog-dialog yang terdapat dalam film.
Hasil penelitian ini menunjukkan terdapat empat bentuk nilai moral: nilai moral
keberanian, nilai moral kemurahan hati, nilai moral kejujuran dan nilai moral
kesetiaan kepada keluarga. Nilai-nilai moral dalam film “Chalk N Duster” dapat
dijadikan bahan diskusi untuk melatih mahasiswa dalam mengembangkan
keterampilan berargumentasi. Dengan membahas nilai-nilai moral dalam film,
mahasiswa dapat belajar untuk menyampaikan pendapat, mempertahankan posisi,
dan memahami sudut pandang orang lain. Hal ini akan meningkatkan pemikiran
kritis serta menumbuhkan empati dan kolaborasi di antara teman sebaya.

Kata Kunci: Nilai Moral; Film Chalk N Duster; Pembelajaran Argumentasi.
Abstract

The objective of this research is to analyze the moral values in the film "Chalk N Duster"
by Jayant Gilatar and to examine its relevance for teaching argumentation to students.
This research adopts a qualitative approach with a focus on library studies. The data
analysis method is based on content analysis techniques integrated with semiotic
theory. The semiotic analysis procedure specifically emphasizes two stages: the
denotative and connotative meanings that emerge in the film's dialogues. The results
of this study indicate that there are four forms of moral values: the moral value of
courage, the moral value of generosity, the moral value of honesty, and the moral value
of loyalty to the family. The moral values in the film "Chalk N Duster" can be used as a
discussion material to train students in developing argumentation skills. By discussing
the moral values in the film, students can learn to express opinions, defend positions,
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and understand other people's perspectives. This will enhance critical thinking and
foster empathy and collaboration among peers.
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A. Introduction

The film Chalk N Duster by Jayant Gilatar presents an in-depth exploration of
moral values, particularly in the context of education and the challenges faced by
educators. The film carefully highlights the importance of integrity in the teaching
profession, where educators are often confronted with ethical dilemmas that
demand difficult decisions. Through rich and diverse characters, the audience is
invited to witness how these moral values are tested when they face external
challenges, such as pressure from a rigid education system, parental expectations,
and often unrealistic societal demands (Ananda et al., 2024). The narrative unfolds
through the characters' experiences, illustrating how these moral values are
challenged in the face of societal difficulties and pressures (Flory, 2022, 2023;
Hawley, 2025). Therefore, analyzing the moral values in this film is crucial, not only
as an academic study but also as a powerful tool for engaging students in
argumentative learning. The film encourages in-depth discussions about the ethical
responsibilities carried by educators and the impact of their actions on character
development and the future of upcoming generations (Handika & Ginting, 2024;
Wahyudi et al,, 2023). Thus, Chalk N Duster functions not only as entertainment but
also as a critical reflection on the role of teachers in shaping a civilized and integrity-
based society.

Previous research on the analysis of moral values in films and their relevance
for education has shown that such narratives can foster critical thinking and
empathy, allowing students to reflect on their own values and the implications of
their choices in real-life situations (Dewanta, 2020). This reflection not only
enhances their understanding of ethical dilemmas but also equips them with the
tools to navigate the complex social landscape as future educators. Engaging with
such moral narratives encourages students to articulate their perspectives,
fostering a culture of open dialogue and critical examination, which is essential in
educational settings (Febrianti & Dewi, 2021). This process ultimately cultivates a
generation of educators who are not only knowledgeable but also highly aware of
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the ethical dimensions of their profession, fostering an environment where moral
reasoning is an integral part of teaching and learning.

The purpose of this study, analyzing the moral values in Chalk N Duster by
Jayant Gilatar and their relevance for argumentative learning for students, is to
explore how the film depicts the challenges faced by educators and the ethical
dilemmas they encounter, thus serving as a catalyst for meaningful discussion in the
classroom (Guswanti, 2024). This analysis will examine the struggles of the
characters, highlighting the moral complexities that arise in their professional lives
and how these scenarios can serve as stepping stones for students to engage in
critical thinking and ethical reasoning. Through this lens, the film serves not only as
a narrative but also as a powerful tool to foster dialogue about ethical practices,
encouraging students to reflect on their values and decision-making processes
(Chandra et al.,, 2021). Ultimately, this exploration will aim to bridge the gap
between theory and practice, encouraging students to apply their insights to real-
world learning scenarios.

The analysis of moral values in Chalk N Duster by Jayant Gilatar and their
relevance for argumentative learning for students seeks to prove that the ethical
dilemmas presented can inspire students to engage deeply with the complexities of
their future roles, fostering a generation of educators who are not only
knowledgeable but also principled in their approach to teaching. Through a strong
narrative, the film invites the audience to reflect on fundamental issues such as
justice, human rights, and social responsibility. By delving into these themes,
students not only learn academic knowledge but also the moral values necessary to
become quality educators. This is highly relevant in the context of argumentative
learning, where students are encouraged to think critically and develop
argumentation skills based on strong ethical principles.

B. Research Methods

This research adopts a qualitative approach with a focus on library research
(Moleong, 2017). In this case, the researcher utilizes a data analysis method based
on content analysis techniques integrated with semiotic theory. The semiotic
analysis procedure applied in this study specifically emphasizes the idea of
signification, which is divided into two stages: denotative and connotative meanings
that emerge in the dialogues found in the film. The denotative meaning refers to the
literal or direct meaning of the dialogue, while the connotative meaning delves
deeper to find additional meanings that may be implied, which can reflect more
complex moral and social values. Thus, this method serves not only to understand
the surface content of the film but also to uncover the layers of meaning that can
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contribute to the formation of critical and argumentative thinking among students
(Fatmawati et al., 2018). This analysis is focused on the film Chalk N Duster, which
serves as the primary object of study, in order to explore and discuss the moral
values contained within it and to identify the relevance of these values in the context
of argumentative learning. This study aims to provide a broader insight into how
films can function as an effective educational tool in shaping the character and
mindset of students.

C. Results and Discussion
1. Findings

In this context, Rachels categorizes moral values into four significant forms:
first, the moral value of courage, which reflects an individual's ability to face
challenges and injustice, and to fight for the truth despite the risks involved. Second,
the moral value of generosity, which demonstrates a charitable and empathetic
attitude toward others, as well as the willingness to help without expecting any
reward. Third, the moral value of honesty, which emphasizes the importance of
integrity and transparency in every action and word, adhering to the truth even
when the situation may be difficult (Waruwu, 2022). Lastly, the moral value of
loyalty to family, which depicts the commitment and strong support for family
members, as well as the sacrifices made for the well-being of loved ones. These four
forms of moral values are clearly found in the plot and characters of the film Chalk
N Duster.
a) Moral Value of Honesty

Based on the data from the scene at 1:03:46-1:04:14

Figure 1. Clip of the Moral Value of Honesty
Dialogue:

Jyoti: “This headmistress had a conversation with my husband, she offered me a
position as an inspector, showing Sunil her greed with a new computer
contract. She did this to buy me off so that I would be afraid of her and to
take unfair advantage of our need for this job. She is exploiting the
teachers.”
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Denotation: Jyoti tells her colleagues the truth about Kamini's plan to bribe Jyoti
through her husband, Sunil, to gain her support for Kamini's greed.
Connotation: In this dialogue, Jyoti demonstrates honesty by revealing the truth
about Kamini's attempt to bribe her.
b) Moral Value of Courage

Based on the data from the scene at 1:37:43-1:37:52

Figure 2. Clip of the Moral Value of Courage
Dialogue:
Jyoti : “If we reject this, it will prove that our school is right and we are wrong.
We must accept this challenge, right, sister?”
Sunil : “T advise you not to accept this, everyone knows the truth.”
Vidya : “We are ready to accept this.”
Jyoti: “We must accept this challenge, if we reject it, it will prove that the school
is right and we are wrong.”
Denotation: Jyoti and Vidya confidently accept the challenge given by Kamini to
participate in a quiz.
Connotation: In this dialogue, Jyoti and Vidya show confidence in accepting the
challenge to prove their competence.
c) Moral Value of Generosity
Based on the data from the scene at 10:13-10:25

Figure 3. Moral Value of Generosity
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Dialogue:
Vidya : “Why don’t you study, son?”
Boy: “I studied, but math is so difficult, and my father doesn’t give me extra
classes.”
Father : “I'm just a taxi driver.”
Vidya: “I will teach him.”
Father : “Who are you?”
Vidya: “I'm a teacher. Tell him to come to my house at 7 PM. [ will teach him for
free.”
Denotation: Vidya helps a boy who was about to be hit by his father for asking for
extra classes that his father could not afford.
Connotation: This demonstrates the moral value of helping others, as Vidya protects
the boy and offers free tutoring.
d) Moral Value of Loyalty to Family
Based on the data from the scene at 43:12-43:30

Figure 4. Clip of the Moral Value of Loyalty to Family
Dialogue:

Shilpa: “Drink this water, mother, you're not feeling well. Why is your foot
swollen? I'll bring hot water. Stop it now, how long are you going to keep
working? You've worked enough, you should rest now.”

Vidya: “Only until your accounting degree is finished. Just two more years, then
you will earn and I can rest.”

Denotation: Shilpa brings water for her mother who is tired after work.
Connotation: This demonstrates the moral value of filial piety, as Shilpa cares for
Vidya by bringing her water after noticing her exhaustion and massaging her feet.
2. Discussion
a) Moral Value of Honesty

Based on data from the scene at 1:03:46-1:04:14, Jyoti tells her colleagues
the truth that Kamini bribed her husband to gain her support for Kamini's selfish
actions. Jyoti does this consciously and courageously, even though she knows that
Kamini is her superior. What Jyoti does is the right thing because, by telling the truth
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about Kamini bribing her husband, Jyoti is being honest with herself and others.
Honesty is about having the courage to tell the truth; it is the awareness of what is
right and consistent with one's role, actions, and relationships (Tilman, 2024).
Honesty elevates a person’s status among others and is a factor in establishing trust.
Honesty is found in words, beliefs, and actions (Kerse, 2021; Suud, 2017). A person
who is honest never lies (Syamsiah & Mawarni, 2023).
b) Moral Value of Courage

Based on data from the scene at 1:37:43-1:37:52, the story tells of Vidya, who
is sick, and Jyoti, who confidently believes in their own abilities. Despite Jyoti’s
husband and Vidya’s daughter advising them not to accept Kamini’s challenge
because they feared Jyoti and Vidya might not be able to handle it, Jyoti and Vidya
confidently accept the challenge. They do so because they know their own potential,
so when making a decision or taking action, they are not overly worried. They are
confident that they can do things as they wish and take responsibility for the
decisions they make. Vidya and Jyoti accept the challenge to participate in a quiz to
prove that they are competent teachers. Courage lies between two extremes:
cowardice, which involves avoiding all danger, and recklessness, which entails
taking excessive risks (Amelia, 2018; Susanti & Amri, 2019). At certain points, a
person needs courage to protect themselves from danger, so they must be brave
enough to face life’s challenges. Essentially, courage is the ability to assess moral
issues in society (Amelia, 2018).
c) Moral Value of Generosity

Based on data from the scene at 10:13-10:25, Vidya stops to help a boy who
is about to be beaten by his father for not being able to afford extra tutoring classes.
Vidya offers to teach him free of charge as long as his father refrains from hitting
him. The moral value of generosity here is evident in Vidya’s act of helping others,
even at the expense of her time and resources (Adyatama, 2022). Generosity
involves the willingness to give whatever resources one has to assist others, not only
in terms of material wealth but also time and thought. Generosity is seen as brave
and does not always yield immediate returns. People who possess a moral value of
generosity recognize that they have limitations in their capacity for kindness, but
they still strive to help others (Aulia Anggita Dwi, Islamiah Nur Shoffa Ulfiatil, 2022).
d) Moral Value of Loyalty to Family

Based on data from the scene at 43:12-43:30, Shilpa demonstrates deep care
for her mother, shown when she brings hot water for Vidya’'s swollen feet, and
massages her tired feet. Shilpa is very affectionate toward her mother, as seen when
she urges Vidya to stop working because Vidya often comes home exhausted with
swollen feet from standing too long while teaching. Many teachers, especially those
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of older age, suffer from exhaustion due to the lack of seating in the classroom. The
moral value of loyalty is embedded within the family and friendship relationships.
It strengthens bonds in difficult times and even when friends may be left behind
(Adianto et al., 2024). Loyalty is a feeling rooted in love for shared life with family
and friends, manifesting as sacrifice, support, protection, and helping each other in
times of need.
e) Relevance to Argumentative Learning for Students

The moral values presented in the film Chalk N Duster by Jayant Gilatar can
serve as discussion material to train students in developing their argumentation
skills. By discussing the themes in the film, students can learn to express opinions,
defend positions, and understand other people's perspectives (Asri, 2020). This not
only enhances their critical thinking but also fosters empathy and collaboration
among peers, essential skills in today’s interconnected world. Additionally, engaging
with such narratives encourages students to reflect on their own values and the
social implications of their choices, deepening their connection to the material and
its relevance to contemporary issues. This reflective process can lead to a deeper
understanding of the complexities of human behavior and social norms, ultimately
preparing students to navigate the challenges they will face in both their personal
and professional lives (Waruwu, 2022).

Here are the steps for integrating the moral values from Chalk N Duster into
argumentative learning for students:
Step 1: Watching the Film and Initial Discussion
Invite students to watch the film Chalk N Duster together, either in class or in an
online format. Ensure they have comfortable access to watch the film without
distractions. After the viewing, organize small group discussions focused on their
initial impressions, the most prominent themes, and the characters with whom they
relate the most. Encourage them to explore the moral values that emerge, such as
honesty, justice, and courage, and how these values relate to their personal
experiences or challenges they face in the current educational context.
Step 2: Identifying Key Issues
Ask students to actively identify the key issues raised in the film. Issues such as
injustice in the education system, challenges faced by teachers, and the importance
of female empowerment could be focal points. Each student or small group can write
a detailed summary of one issue they have chosen, explaining why it is significant,
its impact on society, and how it reflects current educational contexts.
Step 3: Research and Gathering Arguments
Encourage students to conduct in-depth research on the issue they identified. They
can search for relevant data, statistics, articles, or case studies to strengthen their
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understanding. Each group should gather arguments supporting their position on
the issue, both from a pro and con perspective. Ask them to present their arguments
clearly and logically, including accountable sources.

Step 4: Structured Debate

Hold a structured debate in the classroom, dividing the students into two groups for
each issue raised. Ensure that each group has an equal amount of time to present
their arguments. Allocate time for rebuttal and counterarguments. Emphasize the
importance of using data and references gathered during their research to support
their positions, as well as the skill of public speaking. After the debate, conduct a
reflection session where students can provide feedback on the arguments
presented. Discuss the lessons they learned from the debate, especially about the
importance of substance in arguments and effective delivery.

Step 5: Writing an Argumentative Essay

Ask students to write a thorough argumentative essay based on the issue they
discussed and debated. In the essay, students should include strong arguments,
relevant supporting data, and references collected during their research. Encourage
them to structure the essay clearly, with an introduction, body, and a convincing
conclusion.

Step 6: Final Presentation

Invite students to present their essays in front of the class. This is an opportunity for
them to share their thoughts and arguments with their peers. Provide time for
discussion and feedback from classmates and the instructor after each presentation.
Ask students to reflect on the strengths of the arguments presented and areas for
improvement.

Step 7: Learning Evaluation

Conduct an evaluation to assess students' understanding of the material learned and
their argumentative skills (Kristianti, 2019). Use questionnaires to evaluate how
well students understand the moral values from the film, as well as their relevance
to current educational issues. Consider including open-ended questions that allow
students to express their thoughts and reflections in greater depth.

D. Conclusion

Based on the findings, this study shows that the film Chalk N Duster by Jayant
Gilatar contains four key moral values: the value of courage, the value of generosity,
the value of honesty, and the value of loyalty to family. These moral values can serve
as discussion material to train students' argumentation skills. By discussing the
themes in the film, students can learn to express opinions, defend positions, and
understand others' perspectives. This not only enhances their critical thinking
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abilities but also fosters empathy and collaboration among peers, which are
essential skills in today's interconnected world.

However, this study has limitations, such as its focus on a single film and a
specific audience group. Therefore, it is suggested that future research expand the
scope of the study by involving more films that contain similar moral values and
engaging a broader range of audience groups from different backgrounds to
examine whether these findings are more universally applicable. Additionally,
further research can explore the impact of film-based discussions on improving
students' argumentation skills at various educational levels, including higher
education. Through this approach, future studies are expected to contribute more
significantly to the development of value-based teaching methods in education.
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