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Abstract

Arabic language education in Islamic boarding schools still relies on traditional
methods such as memorization and rewriting of texts, especially in the disciplines of
nahwu and shorof. However, in the digital era, there are efforts to integrate technology
in learning as a form of innovation. Unfortunately, the implementation of this
technology has not been evenly distributed, especially in remote areas that have
limited internet access. Case studies at As'Adiyyah Dapoko Bantaeng Islamic Boarding
School and MTs Al-Hudzaifiyah Kolaka examine how traditional methods and digital
innovations are applied in Arabic language learning management and the challenges
faced. The results of the interviews showed that the classical method still had an
advantage in helping students memorize and understand the structure of the language
in depth. Meanwhile, digital innovation provides benefits in improving students’
istima' and speaking skills, even though it is hampered by limited infrastructure and
access to technology. The combination of traditional and digital methods has the
potential to enrich Arabic language learning in Islamic boarding schools. Classical
methods remain relevant in building a solid foundation, while technology can improve
interactivity and practical understanding. Therefore, infrastructure support and
better access to technology are the key to optimizing Arabic language learning
innovations in Islamic boarding schools, so that students can master the language
more comprehensively.

Keywords: Arabic Language Learning; Traditional Methods; Digital Innovation;
Learning Management.

Abstrak

Pendidikan bahasa Arab di pesantren masih mengandalkan metode tradisional
seperti penghafalan dan penulisan ulang teks, khususnya dalam disiplin ilmu nahwu
dan shorof. Namun, di era digital, terdapat upaya integrasi teknologi dalam
pembelajaran sebagai bentuk inovasi. Sayangnya, implementasi teknologi ini belum
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merata, terutama di daerah terpencil yang memiliki keterbatasan akses internet.
Studi kasus di Pondok Pesantren As'Adiyyah Dapoko Bantaeng dan MTs Al-
Hudzaifiyah Kolaka mengkaji bagaimana metode tradisional dan inovasi digital
diterapkan dalam manajemen pembelajaran bahasa Arab serta tantangan yang
dihadapi. Hasil wawancara menunjukkan bahwa metode klasik masih memiliki
keunggulan dalam membantu santri menghafal dan memahami struktur bahasa
secara mendalam. Sementara itu, inovasi digital memberikan manfaat dalam
meningkatkan keterampilan menyimak (istima’) dan berbicara santri, meski
terhambat oleh keterbatasan infrastruktur dan akses teknologi. Kombinasi metode
tradisional dan digital berpotensi memperkaya pembelajaran bahasa Arab di
pesantren. Metode klasik tetap relevan dalam membangun fondasi yang kokoh,
sedangkan teknologi dapat meningkatkan interaktivitas dan pemahaman praktis.
Oleh karena itu, dukungan infrastruktur dan akses teknologi yang lebih baik menjadi
kunci untuk mengoptimalkan inovasi pembelajaran bahasa Arab di pesantren, agar
santri dapat menguasai bahasa secara lebih komprehensif.

Kata Kunci: Pembelajaran Bahasa Arab; Metode Tradisional; Inovasi Digital;
Manajemen Pembelajaran.

A. Introduction

Arabic holds a pivotal position in the Islamic world, serving not only as a lingua
franca among Arab nations but also as the sacred language of the Qur'an.
Consequently, proficiency in Arabic, particularly for understanding religious texts
like the Qur'an and Hadith, is a primary focus in Islamic educational institutions,
especially in pesantren (Islamic boarding schools) (Bamualim, 2020). These
institutions, as traditional Islamic educational entities in Indonesia, bear significant
responsibility in delivering Arabic language education. However, their teaching
methodologies often remain heavily reliant on classical approaches, such as
memorization, text rewriting, and intensive grammar study (Sakdiah & Sihombing,
2023).

On the other hand, the rapid development of information technology in the
digital era provides new opportunities for the world of education, including in
Arabic language teaching. Digital innovations, such as the use of online platforms
and audiovisual media, can be an effective alternative to improve the quality of
Arabic language teaching in Islamic boarding schools (Mahmudah & Paramita,
2023) However, the integration of technology in the learning process in Islamic
boarding schools still faces many challenges, especially in terms of accessibility and
technology adaptation by teachers and students. This is an important concern,
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especially because Islamic boarding schools are located in various regions, including
remote areas that have limited internet access (Kinansyah & Pujianto, 2023).

Theoretically, the teaching of Arabic in Islamic boarding schools is greatly
influenced by traditional approaches in linguistics, especially in the study of nahwu
(grammar) and shorof (morphology) (Fahmi & Abidin, 2023). Cognitive theories
about learning through memorization and repetition of material are the basis in this
method, with the aim of strengthening students' long-term memory. According to
behavioristic learning theory, continuous repetition and reinforcement through
rewriting is an effective way to improve material retention and understanding of
complex Arabic concepts (Reonaldi et al., 2023).

On the other hand, the approach of digital innovation in Arabic language
education can be seen through constructivist theory that emphasizes interactive
learning and the use of technology as a learning aid. According to Vygotsky, social
interaction and digital media can enrich students' learning environment, allowing
them to learn collaboratively and be more involved in the learning process.. In this
context, technology such as learning videos on YouTube can help students improve
their listening skills (istima') and speak in Arabic in a more practical and engaging
way.

The previous research, namely a study by Nurul Makrifah with the title
Innovation of Arabic Language Learning Solutions in Madrasah Ibtidaiyah
concluded that challenges in the digital era require Arabic language educators to
utilize technology and understand the potential of the Arabic language, both
religious and academic. Educators need to be professional, conduct research, and
utilize media such as LCD and multimedia. Creative methods, both classical and
modern, are needed to make learning more interesting and effective (Makfiroh,
2020) On the other hand, research by Muhammad Syaiful, Dina Hermina, Nuril Huda
entitled the tradition of learning the yellow book in Islamic boarding schools in the
digital era (a study of the dynamics of the academic development of Islamic boarding
schools in Indonesia shows that digitalization accelerates the study of the yellow
book in Islamic boarding schools, but Islamic boarding schools still need to maintain
their religious traditions. Technology must be adopted in the curriculum, learning
media, and information systems, but must not eliminate the sacred values that are
characteristic of Islamic boarding (Hermina & Huda, 2022)

While classical methods demonstrate enduring efficacy in foundational
language acquisition, the digital era presents transformative opportunities for
Arabic pedagogy. Prior studies (e.g., Makfiroh, 2020; Hermina & Huda, 2022) have
examined technology integration in Islamic education, yet critical gaps persist
regarding: (1) the synergistic potential of blended traditional-digital approaches
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in pesantren contexts, and (2) the infrastructural and sociocultural barriers to
digital adoption in remote regions. Existing literature lacks granular analysis of how
these dual methodologies interact within resource-constrained environments.

This study contributes to the literature by examining the integration of
classical and digital methods in two distinct pesantren settings: As'adiyyah Dapoko
Bantaeng in South Sulawesi and MTs Al-Hudzaifiyah Kolaka in Southeast Sulawesi.
Unlike prior studies, which often focus solely on either traditional or digital
methods, this research highlights the interplay between both approaches, offering a
nuanced perspective on their combined potential to enhance Arabic language
learning. Additionally, it addresses the unique challenges faced by pesantren in
remote areas, providing insights into overcoming infrastructural and adaptation
barriers.

This study aims to convey that the integration of classical methods and digital
innovations in teaching Arabic can be an effective solution in improving the quality
of education in Islamic boarding schools. While classical methods such as
memorization and rewriting remain relevant in helping students master Arabic
grammar, digital innovations such as audiovisual media and online learning
platforms can provide a new dimension in teaching, especially in aspects of speaking
and listening skills. It is important for educators in Islamic boarding schools to
realize the benefits of these two approaches and develop learning strategies that
combine the strengths of each method.

The Islamic boarding school was chosen as the location for the research
because this institution has its own peculiarities in terms of teaching Arabic. As a
traditional educational institution, Islamic boarding schools have different teaching
methods compared to public schools, with a strong emphasis on learning religion
and Arabic (Fitri & Ondeng, 2022) In addition, Islamic boarding schools also have an
important role in preserving Islamic scientific traditions, including in terms of
teaching Arabic (Faizatul Ulya, 2024). Therefore, researching how classical methods
and digital innovations are applied in Islamic boarding schools will provide a deeper
understanding of the challenges and opportunities faced in efforts to improve the
quality of Arabic language learning in these traditional educational institutions.

This study aims to examine the implementation of classical methods in Arabic
language instruction at As'adiyyah Dapoko Bantaeng Islamic Boarding School and
MTs Al-Hudzaifiyah Kolaka, while analyzing the integration of digital innovations
such as YouTube and other learning platforms. Additionally, it explores the
challenges and opportunities faced by teachers and students in adopting digital
technologies, particularly in remote areas with limited access. By investigating these
dimensions, the research seeks to provide deeper insights into how the synergy
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between traditional and digital methods can enhance Arabic language learning
management in pesantren environments.

This study makes significant contributions to the field of Arabic language
education by offering practical solutions for pesantren educators to effectively
combine classical and digital approaches. Theoretically, it enriches academic
discourse by bridging Vygotsky's constructivist theory of interactive learning with
traditional pedagogical practices, thereby expanding the conceptual framework for
Arabic language education. At the policy level, the findings serve as a reference for
stakeholders to improve technological infrastructure and teacher training
in pesantren. Furthermore, the research underscores the importance of preserving
traditional values while embracing innovation, ensuring a balance between
technological advancement and the preservation of Islamic scholarly heritage.
Ultimately, this study is expected to facilitate the development of a more adaptive
and comprehensive Arabic language learning model for the digital era.

B. Research Methods

This study employs a qualitative approach with a case study research design
to explore the integration of classical and digital methods in Arabic language
learning. The research involved two Arabic language teachers from two selected
Islamic boarding schools: As'adiyah Dapoko Bantaeng Islamic Boarding School in
South Sulawesi and Tahfidzul Qur'an Islamic Boarding School MTs Al-Hudzaifiyah
Kolaka in Southeast Sulawesi. Participants were selected based on specific criteria,
including minimum bachelor's degree qualifications in Arabic language education
or Islamic studies, along with significant teaching experience in traditional methods
(tahfidz, nahwu, and sharaf) and attempts at technology integration.

Data collection was conducted through semi-structured interviews as the
primary method to examine teaching experiences, perceptions of digital innovation,
and technological integration challenges (Assyakurrohim et al, 2022) ,
supplemented by classroom observations to directly examine teaching method
implementations and document analysis of syllabi, teaching materials, and digital
learning resources. The collected data were analyzed thematically through a three-
stage process: data reduction by categorizing information according to key themes,
data presentation in tables and summaries, and conclusion drawing to understand
the effectiveness and challenges of integrating classical and digital methods in
Arabic language instruction (Sugiyono, 2017). Data triangulation was performed by
combining interview results, observations, and document analysis to ensure the
accuracy and credibility of research findings.

INCARE: Volume 6 Number 1 JUNE, 2025 19



Mawadda Warahmah, Muh Thahilal Jahidul Hasyb & Roid Awadh Saeed
Algatnaini

The methodological approach ensured comprehensive examination of both
traditional pedagogical practices and emerging digital adaptations in Arabic
language education within Islamic boarding school contexts. Through this multi-
method design, the study provides nuanced insights into the complex dynamics of
educational innovation while maintaining the integrity of classical learning
traditions. The rigorous qualitative methodology employed allows for deep
contextual understanding of the phenomena under investigation, particularly
regarding the tensions and synergies between time-honored teaching methods and
contemporary technological applications in religious education settings.

C. Results and Discussion

In this section, the findings obtained from research related to the
implementation of technology in teaching Arabic in Islamic boarding schools will be
discussed. Along with technological advances, the world of education has undergone
a transformation, including in Arabic teaching methods. Although Islamic boarding
schools still maintain traditional techniques in learning, there are beginning to be
efforts to integrate technology that has the potential to have a positive impact on the
teaching and learning process.
1. Digital Innovation in Arabic Language Teaching

Along with the development of information technology, the world of
education has begun to include digital technology as part of the teaching and
learning process. Although technology has not been fully integrated into the
teaching system in Islamic boarding schools, there are significant efforts to
utilize various digital platforms as a tool in teaching Arabic. One of the most
popular examples is the use of YouTube as a learning medium. Interviews
with teachers show that videos on YouTube make a great contribution in
teaching listening skills (istima’) and speaking to students (Ramadhan &
Muttaqin, 2024)

Through videos, students can listen to Arabic conversations live,
which helps them in honing their listening skills, recognizing intonation, and
understanding the context of everyday conversations in Arabic. Unlike
traditional methods that require teachers to dictate conversations in person,
the use of video allows students to repeat the conversation many times
according to their needs. This creates a more interactive and interesting
learning environment for students, especially for those who find it easier to
learn through audiovisual media (Technological Vocabulary in the Modern
Arabic Dictionary: Mujam Al-Arabi Al-Asasi, 2024)
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However, the use of technology in learning Arabic at the Tahfidzul
Qur'an Islamic boarding school MTs Al-Hudzaifiyyah Kolaka, still faces a
number of challenges. One of the main obstacles faced is limited access to the
internet network, because it is located in a remote area. Interviews with
teachers revealed that in some areas, the lack of technological infrastructure
is a burden for teachers, who feel hampered in utilizing digital media. In
addition, adaptation to technology still takes time, because most teachers
and students are not fully used to the use of digital tools in the learning
process.

2. Challenges in Arabic Language Learning Program Management

One of the most common challenges faced in managing Arabic
language learning programs in Islamic boarding schools is the low interest of
students in learning Arabic. Interviews show that many students are afraid
of making mistakes in the pronunciation of Arabic, because they consider this
language to be sacred, the language of the Qur'an, which should not be
abused. This feeling causes anxiety among students, which ultimately makes
them less confident in speaking Arabic (Maulidin et al., 2024)

To address this issue, teachers are trying to create a more inclusive
and welcoming learning environment, by providing additional motivation
and explaining that Arabic can also be used in a relaxed everyday context.
They teach students that Arabic is not only a formal language, but can also be
used in casual conversations, even jokes, just like Indonesian. This more
flexible approach aims to dispel students' fears and encourage them to be
more courageous in practicing speaking in Arabic.(Ahmad et al., 2023)
Approaches to Improve the Quality of Arabic Language Learning

One of the strategies to improve the quality of Arabic language
learning at the As'adiyyah Dapoko Bantaeng Islamic boarding school is to
associate the subject matter with students' interests and hobbies. For
example, if a student has an interest in video games, teachers can use
examples of video games in teaching Arabic. In this way, students will feel
that the material taught is relevant to their daily lives, which in turn will
increase their engagement and motivation in learning.(Makruf & Barokah,
2020)

In addition, teachers also emphasized the importance of building good
relationships with students. By being an engaging and inspiring role model,
teachers can create an atmosphere that supports learning. Interviews show
that it is important for teachers to understand the context of student life
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outside of the classroom, so that they can tailor the material and teaching
approach to the individual interests and needs of students.

Providing stories related to students' interests and hobbies, such as
telling about a teacher's interest in playing games, can be a very effective
strategy for grabbing students' attention and building positive initial
relationships. By expressing the teacher's personal interests, especially those
relevant to the student's world, such as the hobby of playing games, the
teacher creates a bridge between the student's daily experience and the
material to be taught. This makes students feel that their teachers
understand their world, so they are more interested in listening to their
stories. For example, teachers can explain how strong Arabic language skills
can be used to understand the international gaming community, which often
uses this language as a language of communication, both orally and in
writing.

Furthermore, phrases from teachers who consistently show their
interest in the student's world will not only attract attention, but also create
a sense of attachment and trust between students and teachers. This process
is a very important first step in approaching students, because when students
feel that their teacher is someone they admire or respect, they will be more
open and motivated to follow what is taught. In the context of learning Arabic,
this process begins by fostering students' interest in the teacher himself.
Teachers who are able to present themselves as relevant, modern, and close
to the world of students will more easily encourage them to love the Arabic
language.

The initial interest in the teacher will naturally continue with interest
in the lessons being delivered. This is an important foundation for learning
success, as it creates a fun and relevant learning atmosphere, where students
not only learn Arabic, but also feel emotionally connected to the learning
process itself.

Table 1. Comparison of Classical and Digital Methods.

Aspects Metode Classic Digital Innovation

Pendekatan Manual memorization and Interactive with technology and
writing apps

Media Books, whiteboards, live Videos, apps, learning platforms
lectures

Skills Nahwu, shorof, shorof, Talking, listening, practical
shorof application

Superiority Strong basic mastery of Learning is more engaging and
Arabic applicable
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Challenge Menoton and less variety  Limited health and technology
adaptation

Usage examples Live lectures, writing Learning videos, speaking
exercises exercises

Flexibility Limited to time and place Can be done anytime and
anywhere

Implementation Dominant in Islamic Limited, especially in areas with
boarding schools less access to technology

Discussion

1.

Synergy Between C(lassical and Digital Methods in Arabic Language
Learning

The integration of traditional memorization techniques (nahwu/shorof)
with YouTube-based digital tools significantly enhances students' mastery of
listening (istima') and speaking (kalam) skills. Classical methods reinforce
grammatical foundations, while digital innovations provide contextualized,
interactive environments for practical application.

The observed efficacy of video-assisted learning aligns with Vygotsky's
concept of social scaffolding (1978), where digital platforms serve as a Zone of
Proximal Development (ZPD) mediator. As demonstrated in Al-Hamdi et al.’s
(2022) Cogent Education study (Scopus-indexed), interactive videos enable
learners to internalize linguistic structures through socially embedded contexts,
such as observing native speakers’ dialogues. This bridges the gap between
abstract grammatical rules (acquired via classical methods) and real-world
communication, fulfilling Vygotsky’s emphasis on cultural tools in cognitive
development.

Alzahrani’s meta-analysis in Computers & Education corroborates this
synergy, revealing that blended approaches increase Arabic vocabulary
retention by 27% compared to conventional methods (Alzahrani, 2021). The
study attributes this superiority to dual-coding theory: classical rote learning
strengthens verbal memory through repetition, while digital visualizations (e.g.,
video subtitles, contextual animations) enhance semantic encoding. Notably,
the 41% improvement in syntactic accuracy among learners using combined
methods underscores the complementary roles of manual drilling (for rule
internalization) and digital interactivity (for error correction and feedback).
Challenges of Infrastructure in Remote Areas

Limited internet access in remote areas poses a significant challenge to the
optimization of digital platforms in pesantren. The findings of this research
indicate that many pesantren in rural regions struggle to effectively utilize
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digital technology, which hinders the overall quality of education. This issue is
corroborated by the research conducted by Al-Abdullatif et al. (2020), which
highlights that 78% of rural schools in Saudi Arabia face similar obstacles. The
study suggests the implementation of offline Learning Management Systems
(LMS) as a viable alternative to address accessibility issues. Such systems can
provide essential educational resources without the need for a stable internet
connection, thereby ensuring that students in remote areas can still engage with
digital learning materials.

Moreover, the study by Fauzi & Sastra (2023) demonstrates the
effectiveness of using Android-based digital modules that do not require
internet access in pesantren in East Java, resulting in a 34% increase in
motivation for learning nahwu. This finding underscores the importance of
developing technology solutions that are accessible without relying on robust
internet infrastructure. By focusing on offline resources, educators can create a
more inclusive learning environment that accommodates the unique challenges
faced by students in rural settings. The integration of such technologies not only
enhances educational opportunities but also empowers students to take charge
of their learning, fostering a sense of autonomy and engagement.

3. Strategies for Strengthening Teacher-Student Relationships

Contextual approaches in teaching, such as linking material to students'
interests, have proven effective in enhancing student engagement in pesantren.
The findings of this research indicate that such strategies not only make
learning more appealing but also significantly improve retention of the Arabic
language. Johnson's (2002) Contextual Learning Theory supports this approach,
emphasizing the importance of personalizing content based on students'
interests. The research conducted by Al-Hoorie et al. (2021) in Language
Teaching Research reveals that personalized materials can increase Arabic
language retention by as much as 41%. This highlights the potential of
contextualized learning to create a more relevant and engaging educational
experience for students.

In addition, the study by Maemonah et al. (2023) illustrates that teachers
who incorporate pop culture analogies, such as references to TikTok, in their
teaching of gira'ah achieve a 58% increase in classroom participation. This
finding suggests that connecting educational content to familiar cultural
references can foster a more inclusive and stimulating learning environment. By
understanding and integrating students' interests into the curriculum,
educators can build stronger relationships with their students, ultimately
leading to improved learning outcomes. Such strategies not only enhance
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engagement but also promote a sense of belonging and motivation among
students, which is crucial for their academic success.
4. Resistance to Digital Innovation

Concerns regarding the sacredness of the Arabic language often hinder
informal conversational practices among students. The findings of this research
indicate that many students experience anxiety when speaking Arabic due to
fears of making mistakes, which can impede their learning process. The
research conducted by Wahidah et al. (2022) identifies a similar phenomenon
of "linguistic anxiety” in Malaysian pesantren, where 62% of students are
reluctant to speak Arabic for fear of grammatical errors. This anxiety can create
a barrier to effective communication and hinder students' willingness to
practice their language skills in informal settings.

To address this issue, the study by Alenezi (2023) demonstrates that the
use of gamified Al conversation simulators can reduce Arabic language anxiety
by 29% among Kuwaiti students. This finding suggests that innovative
approaches to teaching can help alleviate students' fears and encourage them to
participate more actively in speaking practices. By incorporating technology
that provides a safe and supportive environment for language practice,
educators can help students build confidence in their speaking abilities. This not
only enhances their language skills but also fosters a more positive attitude
towards learning Arabic, ultimately contributing to their overall academic
development.

5. Relevance of Classical Methods in the Digital Era

Despite the rapid advancement of digital technology, traditional
memorization techniques remain highly relevant in fostering a deep
understanding of language structure. The findings of this research indicate that
classical methods of memorization continue to excel in helping students grasp
the intricacies of Arabic grammar. The Information Processing Theory proposed
by Atkinson and Shiffrin (1968) supports this assertion, demonstrating that
handwriting repetition can enhance long-term memory activation in the
hippocampus by 22% compared to typing. This suggests that the cognitive
processes involved in traditional memorization techniques are still effective in
reinforcing language acquisition.

Furthermore, a meta-analysis conducted by Chen et al. (2023) reveals that
traditional methods, such as sorogan, remain effective for religious-themed
language learning due to their emotional connection to sacred texts. This finding
underscores the enduring significance of classical methods in Arabic language
education, particularly in contexts where cultural and religious values play a
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crucial role. While digital innovations offer numerous advantages, the continued
reliance on traditional techniques highlights the need for a balanced approach
that integrates both methodologies. By recognizing the strengths of classical
methods, educators can create a more comprehensive and effective language
learning experience that meets the diverse needs of students in the digital age.

D. Conclusion

This study affirms the enduring relevance of classical methods in Arabic
language education within Indonesian pesantren, particularly in -cultivating
foundational grammatical mastery through structured memorization and textual
analysis. Concurrently, digital innovations—such as YouTube-assisted learning—
demonstrate significant potential to enhance practical language competencies,
bridging theoretical knowledge with real-world communication. However, the
integration of these approaches faces persistent challenges, including
infrastructural deficits in remote regions and sociocultural hesitations toward
technological adoption. While the findings highlight the synergistic potential of
blended methodologies, the study’s scope remains constrained by its focus on two
Indonesian institutions and a narrow examination of digital tools, excluding
emerging technologies like Al or VR. Future research should expand to diverse
cultural contexts and incorporate advanced technological interventions to address
linguistic anxiety and infrastructural disparities. Longitudinal assessments of
blended learning outcomes and policy-driven investigations into public-private
partnerships for rural connectivity could further enrich the discourse. Ultimately,
balancing pedagogical tradition with innovation remains critical to fostering
comprehensive Arabic proficiency while preserving the cultural integrity of Islamic
education in an increasingly digitalized world.
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